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conservativeness and aggressiveness, rad- 
icalism and temperance; a people that has 
a distinct trace of the progress and con- 
servatism of nearly all the nations of the 
world. the needs of the world, 

Such is the picture which presents itself} Where there is giant strength, it is well 
to spiritual vision, albeit a land that makes} to know how to employ it; where there is 
amends for the crystallization of the past; | giant size, it is well to know how to govern 
young in those pursuits that constituted the} and bend the various parts of the body obe- 
scholarship of Egypt, the prowess of Rome|diently to the whole, and where there are 
and the art of Greece; though young in these, | unlimited sources of power which may be- 
still having such youthful aspirations, come sources of danger, it is well to undor- 
particularly applying such of the arts, stand this also, A giant does not pass 
science, and learning, as are included in| through the world crushing all beneath his 

4 every principle of mechanics, mathematics, | feet, nor does one who has unlimited power, 
or chemical science; a nation of people it judicious, exercise to the fullest extent 
for The Progresive Thinkers’ | imbued with the aggressive spirit of the] that power, The resources of this land 
Rostrum. | Anglo-Saxon race, yet ready to curb that seem limitless; there seems to be no bound 
INVOCATION, spirit at the mandates of interest and] to the wealth, to the productiveness which 
il ages; Gulde of every living soul; Crea. | policy, and we may trust, at the loftier nature has supplied; but there is also 
p eee tote ean toe: erat’ mandate which sees greater prosperity in| danger where there are riches; the cupidity 
ough whose divine and perfect mandates | Ways of peace than those of war; a nation| of man is aroused, the envy and jealousy of 
ee ee ee eran that has not always been moderate nor the world, the avarice of those who have 

agh whose perfect love — 6. and| temperate in its demands, still is ever] treasure, and would augment it. 
i minds (mmured in the shadow of time ready to accept peace instead of war, the} The chief danger to the nation lies in this: 
SATO Gods thy chiiares woul preits pursuits of industry rather than those off the temptation to those in foreign lands 
, narrow prison house of the dust then conquest; that overweening desire for who have wealth, to possess your treasures, 
9 the wonder | greater and more magnificent possessions; | From the standpoint which I now occupy I 
freedom of the spirit; and from the | & nation that is full of the impulse of youth, [see no other one danger so great; no ex- 
1 = 2 Mey — full of the aspiration of that grandeur which | travagance, no corruption in office that the 
ir esate perceive the light that le may point toa greater and more perfect age, | people may not ultimately regulate; nothing 
may those who still dwell tn the fear of | full of imperfection, unchastened, and un-] that will not clear itself in the great po- 
N tereas Uy the pestis, ous treo foam subdued youthfullness, and full of the] litical tide; but this danger, that in the pur- 
vin "Fou ware and discord, from the} dangers of that prosperity which, sweeping} suit of pleasure, of happiness, that which 
1 n almost like a tidal wave over the country, | constitutes the prosperity of the nation will 
of love, in that peace that brings | may bring a reaction of much that is be neglected, you will ultimately be swal- 
ding n 1 — disatrous lowed up in the coils of foreign capital. 
Tead each Into the citadel of light, where There is nothing to compare with this} And when I say foreign capital, I mean 
ghiness, and where the shadows ‘leparting | nation in the history of the world; no empire, | capital which is not invested in a citizen's 
2. e. no republic, nothing that ever had a name, not invested in the name of those 
en of eternity through such cloud- |name or a distinct people that bears the who live and labor here, The treasure of 
T Tt ered S night of shadow and slightest resemblance to it; therefore, to this country was its lands; the danger in 
i awaken in the clear sunshine of eternal | Compare the history of this country with that Europe is in the fact that the lands have 
| of Greece or Rome, Rome as an empire, or | fallen into the hands of the fow, Ireland is 
DISCOURSE. Rome under the highest law which it was n perpetual lesson, England is a perpetual 
who dwells in the spirit there is possible for the human mind then to}instructor; the laws of primogeniture and 
te nor Nation, nor any longer the produce, to compare it to any of those fickle, | entail have engulfed many nations, Eng- 
only souls, and eternity and God, feeble republics that have sprung into land is trying to solve the problem at her 
the spirit has its eternal home, existence in a night and vanished ina day; door to-day, and while she is solving the 
ling place which was its home, the to compare it with F rance, versatile, volatile, problem, her capital is making the problem 
ho were its kindred, the people ready for a republic to-day and an empire to- | for you here, While she is extricating her- 
ere the companions and the Nation | ™orro to compare it with the government self from the toils which have been woven 
as the theater of human struggle, of Germany, steadily progressing toward a} around her, the result of old-time laws, cap- 
Mill have somewhat of interest so long republic; or with England, which, though af ital is abroad, and is doing everything in 
isa human life to save, a human monarchy in name, has been for the past peaceful and lawful ways; that is, lawful if 
fo strengthen or a human spirit to half century a republican government almost it is accounted such, but it is not lawful 
Sve the trammels of the dust. Such | much as yours, is certainly not in keeping| that the treasures of any nation shall be 
excuse for the words of the hour, with facts, This nation cannot be compared | possessed by others than its own citizens. 
> given through the organism of with any nation, It is the distinct out- Lt is not lawful that the productive interests 
and may, therefore, be criticised. growth of the age and period of the world, | shall be possessed by other than its own 
not, however, with reference to the the conditions and requirements of mankind, | residents; it is an unlawful use of wealth 
ity bat only with reference to the It is a great success, or will be so stupendous that the vast mechanical industries of this 
Scontained therein a failure as to be an eternal lesson, It is} country, especially those sources of wealth 
Heh of this Nation was the promised intended to be the perfection and majesty that include the means and subsistence shall 
tf Rem: borne forward for u cen- of nations, a republic that shall enshrine the belong to a foreign people. I say foreign 
Ume, struggling through the en hopes and promises of the world; or, if it ies in the sense of your nationality, I do not 
on the wars of ite infancy, break to bea failure, a failure s0 great that the mean in the sense of your national relation- 
errors of old-time and ala world world will well nigh despair of the ideal} ship, nor to the meaning in a spiritual 
= the light of the Republic, placed republic being attained state, for to the spirit it would not matter 
4 West, like the Star of evening or All thie you can see by the very state-| who possessed the riches of the land or the 
Seemed to promise to the nations ment there is nothing in the whole range of manufactories, for it is just as liable to be 
the one ideal State As that human history that can embody #0 vast a} used to the disadvantage of the poor man, 
been more or less fulfilled, as territory, such a great variety of nationality, | whatever tyrant possessed it, But if the 
: of the Nation has grown, as such homogeneity of interest, such oneness wealth of the nation is to be preserved for 
un young giant of the West of purpose in the ideal, and have it carried | the national prosperity, the industries must 
Rea come to be realized, there is forward to that which promised so great a} be carried forward by its citizens; if there is 
ie expectancy and greater occa- future as the present American Republic, aj to be a solution of the problems of life in 
lot h * wo founding, a mere republic which should have been named Co-| the wisest enlightenment; added facility of 
* reikes 0 in the West lumbia from the first. The light of its froc-| labor, greater facilities possessed by “the 
[email account to the mon dom is the ideal hope of the world, a vast many, less power by the fow, then must you 
> Barope and the Nations of the territory, whose interests are diversified, look well to these foreign investments. I 
look through pity and possibly uniting in one common government, States do not know how you are to check them, I 
— thing that would that were well-nigh divided by sectional In- cannot understand how the laws which were 
prosu Ar NN teresta again cemented in one bond ot fashioned very soon after the war with 
pune — fe * lk Ahh n of union, with increased State and Territory, to| reference to the homestead ocoupation of the 
* loo ‘ly 3 ers a degree never dreamed of by the founders |land have been evaded; nor can I under- 
< Wilen thelr bor. Se but of the republic, all to be held in peace at} stand low the people can sleep so securely 
ing in their own minds to de. this hour, with un great an aversion to any upon their downy pillows of prosperity, 
D Not so with this Northern Re warfare or disturbance as any people ever/upon this rising wave-tide of material 
> ‘ait s oss favorable possessed, is a marvel in itself No noed success, and exchange their landed posses- 
the Western world affords, extend- of a king, uneasily tossing upon his pillow, | sions and industries for gold whieh will pass 
fe territory through zones that or pacing his royal apartments, lest there be} out of their keeping into the same hands 
2 t luetions of the earth: n Insurrection of the people; no need of| that have grasped the possessions and in- 
prot lone ' | watehfulness, unless another nation shall|dustries; how they can be content that 
magnificent Eine th aaa in usurp its rights; it bas no diplomatio corps, | the land be owned by those who are not 
t asom @ the fabled beyond a few eminent men, required to} residents, vast territories be possessed by 
4 keep peace with the world, A nation that} those who have no national interest here, It 
fant of the West has sprung sits, like the lily of all lands, between the must be true that in time a tenantry here 
Of time to be the marvel cf the) Atlantic on the east, the Pacifc on the west; | will be as abjectly poor and as great a blot 
fal of peace, excepting the one | hotween the Jeweled lakes on the north, and upon your civilization as the tenantry of 

| grew from the en table the southern seas; a nation that blossoma| Lreland and England to-day, 
ne slavery; a marvel of pros | unto freedom, unto the world, without any} It is inevitable; the same causes must nl- 
‘continues to grow more authority, aggrossivences, invasion, warfare, | ways produce the game result, You cannot 
tempt the avarice of the) ig p spectacle for the to contemplate; | exchange rightful possessions, that whieh 
am of enlightenment) and because of this, and the exalted opes | belongs to the nation, strength, for foreign 
e numbers who have been | that are here enshrined; because the op-| wealth, without endangering the nation 
ithor, to eacape the pa Yı pressed of every land looks to this nation as} whioh has given you birth, and the priviloge 
3 Bi r to their prophecy; because all humanity, inf of thinking for yourselves, 
— . i mape DA ita ideal stato, expects that sometimes the)  Porhapa it is not of so much consequence 
eas of other nations of the world will follow in the} who owns the land and who owns the 
fa country Civilization of this, so is it Important to} producing industries; the minds and vast 
panil (look well to the condition of your land; to| mechanism which produce the labor-making 
ill anc 0 i 
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j to understand it the basis is strong|as it will be when the timo comes when 


formed wiser than those knew who fashioned 
it, no such dominion, stretehing from sea to 
sea, was dreamed of; no such millions of 
acres of territory; no such treasure as has 
poured into the lap of the nation, people 


and the extent of the boundary line would 
never be beyond the middle range of moun- 


Further and further west the lines have ex- 
tended, further and further, until it swept) 
across the broad Father of Waters, until, | 


or pressing through the abysses that sep“ 
arated you from the Pavifle slope, you have 
linked the two oceans together, and are now 
covering the land with populous cities, rich 


sciences, and commerce of civilization, a 
commerce that in itself is sufficient to supply 


of the republic are} and labor av ing instruments of the world, | 
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oso who own the land will control the 
sial, moral, intellectual and political priv- 
eges also. It is from this external to the 
Ore interior results that one must reason. 

The life of the republic has its intelligence 
in the source of the individual, the 
istinotively individualized American cit- 

n Will that man who dares to be 
and untrammeled, in religion, to have 
is own thoughts, his own habitation, his 
n land, exchange his independence for 

position of a hireling or slave? 
T find great interest and hope in the one 
ho in this life is the typical American, 
deplore the abolition of this type; I deplore 
© invasion of foreign manners and customs 
ond the degree necessary for civility and 
urtesy; I deplore the wiping out of this 
of American manhood, which can think 
r itself, work for itself, build its own 
habitation, if neod be, till its own soil, I 

plore the introduction of the proprietors of 
© rented property of the landed estate, who 
neither thinking nor work, and become 
mately the paupers of the world, 
The nation must bear, some time, the re- 
sults of that which it has now committed in 
the height of prosperity and through thought- 
loss carelessness; you must look to it if you 
are the conservators of this republic; the laws 
aro given into your keeping; the legislators 
who form them are of your election; if you do 
not see to it, your children’s children will be 
homeless. I give you this view to-day on 
the very apex of the prosperity of the year, 
and the century. The year that has just 
passed yielding great prosperity, the year 
that is just approaching will be almost un- 
paralleled in its prosperity; every kind of 
business, all kinds of trades and industries 
which are slipping out of your hands, every 
thing that promises in the commercial world, 
the greatest success, seem to my vision, look- 
ing towards the coming year as on the ascend- 
ing waves, and because on the ascending 

Wave, there is an invitation to all the rusting 
treasures of the Old World, to those 
treasures that have laid unbroken and 
dormant for years in the ancestral vaults, to 
come forth; there is an invitation to those 
who only obtain the smallest interest upon 
investments, especially when you consider 

uncertainty of European investment, 
-is an invitation for all the wealth of 

Europe to be poured into the lap of this 
nation, 

That wealth will be satisfied with the very 
lowest rate of interest; this is one reason why 
the coming year will be a year of great pros- 
perity; but beware of fictitious heights; be- 
ware of false glamours; a reaction must 
come; as sure as the coming year is one of 
prosperity, there will be another year of 
prosperity, then there will be another year of 
only partial prosperity, and in two years a 
reaction from that. 

It is not of the present temporary 
prosperity merely that L would speak; the 
world is preparing for a death struggle. I do 
not say that war is imminent in one year or 
two, or more; but when war finally comes, 
because of the long interval, because of the 
many interests involved, because of the 
great strides that mankind have taken 
toward freedom, because of the education of 
the masses, through the very tyranny that 
brings them forth, there is a preparation for 
the final death struggle; empire against 
empire, kingdom against Kingdom, the 
governments of Hurope meeting in the death 
pang, and your republic, if secure, floating 
out upon the sea that is bright, prosperous 
and free; but if entangled in the meshes of 
Kuropean capitalists and bankers, your fair 
republic will bo a wreck in the general rain, 
It is not a moral, nor even a political, but a 
financial problem; it is not a question of 
social state, but a condition of the world 
that lies nearest to the surface of all the 
different questions, that will be solved in 
that death struggle; the one that presents 
itself to your consideration is; Is America 
strong enough, self-poised enough, free 
enough, enlightened enough, to escape the 
general ruin? and are there not powers, 
creeping up slowly, within your own 
boundaries, dangers that do not threaten 
to-day, but may blossom forth in a night, 
that will add to the general dismay ? and is 
it not true, that in order to be secure from 
this danger, you must be prepared at tho 
time, and at the hour when the danger is 
facing you? 

If the statesmen were wise enough; 
there were those who would listen to the 
voico that comes in admonition from 
above; if the present interest did not always 
blind the human vision; if that which is 
nearest to the world as the coveted prize 
did not make the government blind to its 
future well-being, these words might be 
spoken inthe halls of congress and be 
heeded; but they will not, for if spoken 
there, they would be accounted the words of 
a dreamer—no one would listen, When the 
sun shines, who hears the voico upon the 
height, that says; ‘The storm is ap- 
proaching l” You have learned by your 
system of signals to turn toward a harbor 
of safety when the storm approaches: you 
have learned to put forth your storm-signals 
along the coast, and all the fishermen and 
mariners heed them, but in a spiritual and 
even a governmental direction you do not 
heed the warning. The cries that foretold the 
war were only heard when the war was upon 
you, when the nation was imperiled in that 
struggle between slavery and freedom, the 
voice of the skios that was hoard after the 
war, and to heal its wounds, instead of 
before, 
he light that gleams from the realm of 
is not given for man to abjectly 


if 
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follow, Nothing is vouchsafed that, seen 
through the experience of human history, 
is not reasonable and just. The mind is 
blind to reason in its hour of great success, 
and in great prosperity nothing is secure, 
The voice of warning is not accepted until 
the trouble is at one’s door, 

In the hour of the nation’s peril that voice 
came to the one who addresses you (himself 
now arisen); in the hour of personal danger 
it was a perpetual presence; in the hour of 
final dissolution it was an infolding vision 
which revealed that every prophecy was 
true, every warning verified; but it mostly 
served as the light to eternity, not to guide 
the footsteps while here, The same may be 
said of the words that are spoken here 
tonight; it may be that these lurking 
dangers will not be confessed or understood 
by you. It may be that in the peril of the 
hour the blindness of human ambition and 
cupidity will prevent the nation from 
availing itself of any warning voice that 
might be heard; but you will be here to 
attest that the words are spoken; that the 
voice of truth declares itself; that men are 
free to follow if their inspirations and in- 
tuitions are adequate to meet the emergencies 
of the hour, Blind though you may be 
still does the light shine for you and the 
voice lead, and though you do not hear the 
voice, still does it speak from the skies. 

As the year portends success in the 
pursuits of peace, so does it portend great 
spiritual blessings for lives whose burdens 
will be lightened, individual minds that 
will be instructed in a clearer way, for the 
solution of the problems of earth, the great 
social questions that will arise, the great 
problems that will come. A little further 
off, all that is involved in the mistakes 
concerning human toil must be met face 
to face, and the human side that rises above 
the bondage of gold must be considered, I 
take it that the benefactions of earth are for 
the uses of man, I understand that uses are 
wrenched from their lawful and distinct 
lines and borne forward in the aggressive 
lines of human selfishness. I know that 
if human beings were slaves to power in 
the past time, so in a great degree they are 
bound unto power today, I know that 
power, whether sentient or insentient; 
whether in the person of a king, or whether 
it is gold in the hands of a few individuals, 
must arrogate to itself greater privileges 
than the growth of the age will permit. I 
know that the time is coming when 
intelligently, carefully and with calmness, 
you must discuss the question of whether 
man or mammon shall be king, or there 
must be a solution to the question after the 
manner that many problems of the world 
have been solved. While 1 know this, I 
would still point to the better and higher 
way. I would still call upon you to 
observe it, to take notice of philosophical and 
intelligent discussion, I would ask you to 
consider the suggestions and reflections of the 
wisest minds who make this subject their 
study, I would ask you to ward off the 
future danger of warfare by the considera- 
tion of these subjects before the hour of 
peril approaches. 

I do not think that the right is over 
aggressive, I do not think that truth ever 
wages war other than the war of ideas; but 


which could make out of human slavery the 
pathway of freedom, out of the wrong of 
the slaveholder the right that redeems the 
slave. 

But, oh! if the higher councils could pre- 
vail; if from the realm of light eternal the 
spirit of overbrooding peace and love might 
win human hearts; if the nation, slow to 
answer the call of right, could see it now, 
what might you not be! Great as is the 
land, wonderful as øre its possessions, its 
long, entwining arms of light would encircle 
the world, and the sisterhood of nations 
would be the household of the republics of 
God. 

Bless our country in the coming years. 
Can a nation founded in justice be crushed 
by mammon? Looking forward. 


Impromptu poem. The subjects} being 
suggested by members of the audience: 


God bless our nation in the coming year; 
If as a nation God's blessing may fall, 
If it te accompanied with doubts and fear 
If terror and darkness reign like a dread mall; 
How could God's blessing come where n aro 
Unless ye seek the light from realms afart 


If Tibet erro and liberty prevail, 
If the foundation-stones are lald In truth, 
God's blessing must come, It can never fall; 
Founded in infancy, borne forward in youth, 
The light of human truth and liberty 
Must Ín themselves God's blessing ever be. 


We need only look to the past to see 
That truth fs often misinterpreted; 
The Golden Rule spoken on Olivet 
Was not followed, but batred Instead, 


And one may see all the foundations laid 
Of a fair structure that should be most bright, 
But through strife and discord by mankind made 
The temple de a shadow and a blight. 


One may hear the truth declared, and error claim 
That truth at last as being all ite own: 

One may sce love spoken, and hatred's name 
Be the power which hath the victory won, 


In religion's name as in freedom's oppressed, 
How many earnest lives sacrificed here, 

How many nation's and human hearts distressed, 
How many a sigh, how many a falling tear! 


But we look forward to the coming years; 
What war and discord do nature heals o'er, 
And all the doubts and all the sighs and tears 
Are gathered iu the angel's shining store, 
And changed to pearls that souls may wear 
In the blest land where all le bright and fair. 


A future nation of the earth shall rise; 
A future race shall see the golden day, 
And from the darkness of the o’erbending skies 
Freedom at last rende the dark pall away. 
By tollsome ways at first at last the height 
Is reached and man Is blessed In Freedom's sight. 


BENEDICTION, 

May the heaven’s filled with stars bend 
above the land that has a sky of stars for 
its symbol, May the light of peace and 
liberty enter the hearts of the people, and 
may all seek in well-doing to make the per- 
fect nation possible, Amen. 


—— 


OMNIPRESENCE, 


Lisping Bluc-eyes went to church, 
For she ‘d pretty things to wear, 
And she listened, as she ought, 
While the preacher did declare, 
In his most Talmagic style, 
“God, our Lord, Is everywhere!" 


Blue-cyes had a roguish bent, 

Sweet, and harmless, but she thought, 
“J don't want Him watehing me; 

In some mischlef I'll be caught, 
For nobody's little girl 

Can do always as she ought. ™ 


She was worrled, and next day 
Sought her mother’s sympathy, 


ink = * Mamma,“ sald the little one, 
I think that truth arouses error to an- ufa God iu this room with mel" 
tagonism, I think freedom rouses the “Yes, my dear’? ‘And on the lawnt! 


hatred of tyranny to endeavor to suppress it; “Yos, In every place there bee.“ 
the very existence, the very thought in the 
world of an enlightened idea concerning 
labor is hateful to mammon, as was the 
possible existence of the child Christ unto 
Pharaoh in Judea, who sought to slay all the 
first born; so are the Christs of truth slain 
by the tyrants of the hour, Therefore, any 
thought which grapples with the problems 
of the world with a view to destroying error 
must be met with sword thrusts from the 
hand of error, All this is not learned by 
the experience of the past, but by the 
slow and painful methods, or by the sudden 
outbursts of war; and the light which comes 
afterward, serves not only to point the way 
that you might have trodden, but serves 
somewhat to sustain you by covering with 
the mantle of the spirit the ghastly folds of 
war and the ravages that human destruction 
have made, 

Wo will turn to a fairer picture; we will 
give promise of a better day, when the 
hopes of the world are seen to be well 
founded for fulfillment, when they shall 
press mankind for an answer somewhere 
and sometime, When the thoughts slumber. 
ing in the hearts of those who are, many of 
them, the humblest and lowliest in the 
nations of the world shall find realized that 
promise for the future, that day-star of 
national existence, 

It would be a joy unto the world, as unto 
the one who speaks to you this night, if this 
land could be the fulfillment of the dreams 
of poets and philosophers; it would be a joy 
to those who having watched this nation in 
its infancy, and having seen it leap for- 
ward to such wonderful manhood and 
maturity, if they could with certainty gaze 
into ita future; but I do not disguise to you 
the faot that much of that future rests in 
shadow; that a somber cloud rests above 
where tho lines of the future meet; that 
that cloud may portend either the solution 
by dread war, or a period of wandering and 
doubting, like the journeying which may 
lead to the promised land of safety, For 
the final result, we know that if mankind 
doos ita duty, if every one is inspired aright 
and presses forward, if human hearts are 
truo to that which is given them to undor- 
stand, that the law of right is not in their 
keeping, but in the hand of a higher power, 


Bluc-cyes dropped her flossy head 
On her dog th earnest thought. 

No shflosopher could have been 
More provokingly distraught, 

Such a bothering thing to Know 
Had the preacher's sermon taught! 


Half in pretty petulance 
Out among the flowers she ran, 
Dash ran after her, but she stamped, 
“Dog, wo back, and leave me be! 
It te bad enough to know 
God is always ‘tagging me!" 
—Bmma Rood Tuttle, in The Freethinker’s Magazine. 


—— — 


There are too many growling editors in our 
ranks, as well as outside of them, They are 
increasing in number, we are sorry to say, 
There are chronic growling newspaper 
correspondents as well, They seem to 
delight in their angularities, We pity them. 
Then there are one or two ‘ endowed" 
Spiritualistic newspapers, These hebdom- 
adals boast of their great abilities to shine, 
but the usual fate of such a paper is, that 
instead of building itself up on the basis of 
actual achievement, it is erected solely upon 
money endowment before it has de- 
monstrated its right to live. —Banner of 
Light. 


Take Notice. 
Whenever sending in your subscriptions, 
please send in as many names of Spiritual- 
ists as you can bring to mind, to whom we 
can send sample copies of Tun Proargss- 
ive Toinken, We want only the names of 
Spiritualists, or those carefully investigat- 
ing, and who desire to learn the truth, 
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One-and-One-Half that express- 
ses it within a very small fraction—the price 
of each copy of our beautiful paper, It is 
a new deal! a new departure! an enterprise 
that portends much to Spiritualism! You 
are not asked to take stock; you are not im- 
portuned for gifts or bequests; all you are 
asked to contribute weekly is one cent and a 
fraction—16 weeks for 25 cents! Get upa 
olub at once, Wo believe it possible to ob- 
tain at no distant day 100,000 trial sub- 
scribers, and then “The Tiger Step of Theo- 
cratic Despotism” can be thwarted, 


— lin ̃ Ü] 
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THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER. 


THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER 
— 
J. R. FRANCIS, Editor and Publisher. 
Published every Saturday at 251 S. Jefferson Street. 
Butered at the Chicago Postofiice as acond-class matter. 
ANNOUNCEMENT EXTRAORDINARY! 
An Onward Movement Against the Legions of Error. 
In compliance with a plan long maturing, and be- 
eving we can be Instrumental in doing a grand work 
for Spi-itualism, Liberalism and Free Thought, and 
also having faith that within one year we can obtain 


ao cireulation, Tut Procxessive THTSKER will de 
Offered until further potice, at the following terms 


Why is the Catholic Church a Danger-| SECTARIAN ASSAULT ON GEN- 
ous Power? ERAL MORGAN. 

We see in the Catholic church what used | ie ns 
to be. It has not purposely deviated one | frm ae 
hair’sbreadth from its primal object. It 
monte bitterly because its „ temporal] Cursolic World, of St. Louis: 
power has been snatched from its grasp. 


of Gen. Morgan is clearly enough 


every leader from the pope down to the| His confirmation means the 
deacon and nun. 


invariably in advance: aggrandizement? No more so than with is imminent and pressing. 

Ove car. - $1.00 “tari ‘he > 8 

Clubs ot ten (a copy to the one getting up the ae — ee E ean yA aim is to destroy the faith amongst Catholic 
. devotedness of the Catho 10 the spirit ot Indians. Let them see that the senators 

Sixteen weeks (on trial), - -~ ets/ sacrifice, the everyday charity for the un- who represent them just as much as other 

Single opr,  - a a a Sets | fortunate, the most zealous Protestant falls American citizens, vote against this pre- 


Remit by Postoffice Money Order, Registered Letter 
or draft on Chicago or New York. Postage stamps will 
mot be reerired hereafter in payment of subscription. 
Direct all letters to J. R. Francis, 251 S. Jefferson St., 
Chicago, III. 

THE AIMS OF THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER. 

The paramount design fs to publish the ablest Lec- 
tares, the most profound Essays, the most Interesting 
Sketches, cultivating the reason as well as the emo- 
tions, making each subscriber feel that he bas par- 
taken of an Intellectual repast that will better ñt him 
for the life bere and the one hereafter. 

Bear this thought in mind: That while Tux Pro- 
Gurssrve Turxxen is the cheapest Spiritualist paper 
in the world, its editor has the laudable ambition to 
make ft the best. The high-priced papers pay noth- 
ing for contributions, and it stands to reason that the 
most eminent minds In the Spiritualist and Free 
Thought ranks will cheerfully lend their ald and infu- 
ence In making Tue Prooressive Tuixxxx the 
brightest and best paper for the fireside In the world. 
For reference as well as study, its columns will prove 
of great value, 


A Bountiful Harvest for Twenty-five Cents. 

Do you want s more bountiful harvest than we can | 
give you for 5 cents! Just pause and think for a | 
motsent what an intellectual feast that «mall Invest-| 
ment will furnish you. The subscription price for point the way. 
Tur Prodarssive Tuixker sixteen weeks is only and sacraments are rigidly enforced to sub- 
twenty-five cents! For that amount you obtain sixty- | x y 3 re 
four pages of solid, substantial, soul-elevating and | ordinate the devotees to the church authority; 
mind-refreshing resding matter, equivalent to and it can not be questioned but that such | 
mediam-sized book! 


CLUBS! AN IMPORTANT SUGGESTION! learned and superstitious Catholics. 

As there are uhousands who will at first venture only 
twenty-five cents for Tne Peooxessive THINKER AX 
teen weeks, we would suggest to those who receive a 
sample copy, to solicit several others to unite with 
them, acd thus be able to remit from $1 to #10, or 
vee riore than the latter sum. A large number of 
Arte amounts will make a large sum total, and thus 
extend the Seld of our laber and usefulness. The same 
suggestion wil] apply In all cases of renewal of sub- 
scriptions—eolicit others to ald in the good work. 


Ten 3 „ haehing in missions. 
spite of his creed, and therefore is behind in insidious. He proposes to place the Indian 


the art of sectarian conquest, schools upon the same basis as the public 

There must be some secret spring or charm | schools. This seems to appeal to the 
in Catholicity that holds the masses so to its | American sense of justice—no favor to any 
authority. What if we do hedge it round | sect or denomination. This man 
politically and handicap it from seizing the | would do this out of sheer hatred to Catho- 
government, have we changed its religions licity, Is he for an instant to be tolerated? 
make-up? Let us peer beneath its vast 
machinery, 80 perfectly dovetailed together, cover up the real animus of his enemies, 
and analyze as best we can its inner life. which is contained in the above extract. 
No well-informed Catholic priest or layman | All over the country the Roman Catholic 
will consent to the Protestant charge, that papers are calling upon the members of that 
even the pope has power in himself to for- church to put forth every effort to defeat 
give sins. He and all his official subalterns his confirmation, and the more effectually to 
“lai . their purpose, they have broadly in- 
claim to simply sinuated that the party which will vote to 
Nor will they consent to the charge that defeat it shall have Roman Catholic votes in 
there is any saving virtue in the ceremonials future elections! It is tantamount to a 
and symbols. These, too, are but instru-| menace of political disaster if Gen. Morgan 
mentalities to fix religious attention and is not ousted, and a substitute is not ap- 
The observance of the rites Pointed who will favor the continuance of 
[appropriations of federal money for the 
support of Catholic sectarian schools among 
the Indians. 


All| he has filed official documents with the Sec- 


prove it that the Senate committee by a vote 
lof six to one declared it groundless, and 
recommended his confirmation. The docu- 
ments show that the Catholics whom he dis- 


in the concession that the church is God- 
ordained, and, therefore, has the supreme 
right to dictate terms in the conduct of life, 


a person concedes this premise, he or she, the early part of his administration—eleven 
though labeled Protestant, is Catholic in in number—were in each instance dismissed 
You will experience no difficulty whatever in Inducing sentiment, and given the opportunity will one cansi 8055 ne sine ors 3 
Spiritualists to sobecribe for Tne Pxocressivz naturally drift into that church. aad ia be N= Gn 5 5 his 
——— kagari therein — |.» Why is it that certain unwary yet thought removal of Mr. P. W. Mess, Superintendent 
week, and st the price of only a trifle over one cent - [of the Kaw boarding-school in the Indian 
per week. | been caught and swallowed up in the eccle- | Territory, a one-armed soldier and a Cath- 

A LARGE PUBLISHING HOUSE. siastic maw? With very few exceptions, olic. In this case, however, as in every 

Withoat soliciting the wealthy to take “stock,” | Spiritualists maintain that spirit is causa-| Other one, the action of the Commissioner 


or importuning any one for gifts: and without any|tion, and form or material structure is is shown to have been warranted by the cir- 
anticipation of any bequest, we propose to establish | simply effect. The Catholic church plants — — Mr. Mess was not only Sun 
in this city the largest Spiritualist Publishing House i 3 intendent, but sub-agent at the Kaw 
intbeworid. If One Hundred Thousand Spirit-| itself right there. Is it any wonder that Agency, and was removed, as the records 
uallets will subscribe for Tur Prooxrssive Tarxxex, some Spiritualists, weary of the unrest inci-| show, upon the report of L. J. Miles, the 


on trial, sixteen weeks for twenty-five cents, and con- - * : 
bd 3 > B t li dependence £ age hs i > wW - 
' t 1 r dent to the battle for independency, fall agent, which set forth that he was not com 


Publishing House here, of which you may well be|into the arms of the Mother Church?” | petent to have the charge of public money. 
Bevel, laside of fre years. Each one who subseribes| Nearer right than the Protestant, that church pipe was ever made of his polities 
* RESSIVE THINKER be, as it were, : : 1161 or his religion. 

“brick” In the contemplated structure (don't forget peim 9 oa — principie r- ae T charge made by Gen. 
that), and from a spiritual polnt of view be considered | Spiritualism and built itself up into a giant Morgan's enemies is not only falze bite 
= ‘eam h 1 5 * monopoly; as though a principle were more sander. His military record has been Snb- 
— not — mnst he Seer free authority when churched! as though a prin-| jected to the most rigid investigation, and it 
ed ciple can better evolve itself into highes vindicates him. He enlisted as a private 
OSATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 1890, | use when enslaved to a hierarchy! Incident | soldier and retired as a Brigadier-General 
= : to the assumption of the church, the pope by brevet after nearly four years of honora- 

in his official capacity is reverenced as im- ble paneer All the charges against him 
- EE were investigated by court-martial at the 

j maculate. This to give him greater power. time. He was not only acquitted, but 
Tue Prooressive Tarsker will be de- No government over men is so tyrannical as | recommended for promotion, and the 
voted to Spiritualism, Biology, Electro-Psy-| when it fetters his moral judgment. All recommendation was indorsed by Generals 
chology (as formulated by the celebrated | religious history proves this. The devotees | Stoneman, Craft and George H. Thomas, 
Dr. Dods), and its differentiations, Mesmer- of this church are taught from childhood and on it he was appointed by the President 
ism, Animal Magnetism, and Hypnotism; | that it is instituted by the Almighty, and is | And confirmed without division by the Senate 


Somnambulism, natural and self-induced, as the only authoritative channel through which arta tr ee 25 — 
presented by the celebrated Dr. Fahnstock; religious and political rights and duties are the close of the war. d ; 


Telepathy; Visions, while awake, in sleep, revealed. The saints of the ages schooled} In the face of such facts as these, why 
or in Trance; Psychometry, as ably pre- in it, and risen out of it, through pater does the Senate hesitate to perform its 
sented by Professor Buchanan; Cremation, a] nosters and self-penances, intercede with the duty? No charge has been made from any 
Spiritual and Sanitary Necessity; Brain] Virgin Mary, who has maternal access to duarter that he is not competent for his po- 
Waves, Psychic Waves, or Soul Force; Jesus, for pardon chain. tho then that be. sition. On the other hand it is conceded 
Ethics as a Factor in Religion, and as an- lieve in this machinery, and doubt no papal that be bas never had u superiox , 


r È office. Why then, does the Senate delay? 
nunciated by the Philosopher and Seer, Hud-| edicts, how sacred appears the church! How | What influences are at work to prevent it 


son Tuttle, the Various Stages of Death, in| ready are they to lay down their very lives from doing justice to a man thus grossly 
the Transition of the Spirit to the Higher to defend it against its enemies! What a and unfairly attacked?—Chicago Tribune. 
Spheres; the Signs of Death; The Danger] power, what a danger it is wherever con- 
of Prematare Interment, etc., etc. All| structed into priestly office! What can be Look Out. 
these subjects as well as many others equally | so menacing to American freedom asa re-| Look at the figures on the little tag at the 
important will receive careful, critical and ligious dynasty, fashioned to the medieval end of your nameon the wrapper of Tue 
comprehensive examination from time to] thought, which shapes its ends, whose|PRooressive Thinker. They have a sig- 
time in Tux PROGRESSIVE THINKER. devotees deem it righteousness to obey its| nificant meaning. They tell in plain lan- 
. We A FOI. orders even in the persecution and murder | guage the number of the paper at which your 
It will be our aim to make Tun Proores-|% heretics! Does it do this now? It dares subscription expires. If the figures are 16, 
urn Tuker the leading exponent of all not; but give it the power it seeks, and then then at No. 16 of the paper, the time for 
subjects which pertain to the Spiritual Pl. ge bow quick the inquisition is restored. | Which you have paid for expires, and you 
losophy, directly or indirectly; it will be a| The inquisition is the natural outgrowth ot Will get only three more numbers of the 
receptacle of facts, criticisms and advanced |3 church, the conscience of whose devotees Paper. unless you XORI: If the figures 
views; an instructor for those seeking light, is warped to believe it is immaculate, In are 17, then you will get four more copies; 
and a constant incentive to thought even in | Italy, where it is centralized, where centuries if 18, five more copies. 
those who are truly enlightened. In the of rule have goaded free thinkers to dare} Although our terms are $1 per year for 
initial number we shall commence a maga-|it# authority, it is losing ground; in our Tuk Prooresstve THINKER, each one who 
zine entitled, The Journal of Cremation, giv-| Country, where license permits, it is gaining | *° desires, can renew on the trial terma, and 
ing valuable and interesting data with refer- with wonderful strides. Its symbolic glit- the subscription will be thankfally received. 
ence to crematories in the United States and ter, its imposing rites, its scholarly priest- The trial terms will extend throughout the 
Europe, and which will be a library in itself hood, its interference with all the issues of Year, 1890. It would be better, however, 
n this subject, and be invaluable for future the hour, its kingly power to determine how for each one to send a dollar, as it will save 
reference. It will be the aim to demonstrate the votes shall be cast, capture the masses, the trouble of renewing so often; but the 
that Cremation is a Spiritual and Sanitary and our politicians, President included, | Subscriber must consult his own convenience 
necessity. This magazine will be followed toady to the Vatican for favor to „our A to that, While we shall most cheerfully 
in due time by others on special subjects, | porty "! welcome all trial subscriptions, the dollar 
ſurniahing valuable information not acces-| Are we not approaching the danger-line, (Subscriptions are more strengthening to us 
e eee which, if we pass, erects the papal crown in our efforts to present a first-class Spirit- 
over the ruins of our Republic? Even the | "list paper. i 
8 RESSIVE churches, with some creditable| Quarters will come safely if placed in a 
then JN and dun exceptions, are in the same trend. i 
_On trial do not declare directly for a union of Church | side. Not one so fixed and properly directed, 
1 and State; but they do declare that ‘the | has failed to reach this ofice. Can your 
hen Lh e orn a en e eee when renewing, induce your neighbor 
furnish the names of as many Sy mutually help each other.“ with thus enlarge © 
a you can, bn at yonr oyn placo dt. ua validity of the oie welts ae 
vining towns, to whom we can send | tulate, that “the church at large is a spiritual |. 


ful Spiritualists, mediums as well, have thus 
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(shown by the following extract from the | 


7 z Every possible effort should be made 
It is seeking to restore it by a subtile scheme |}. Catholics to prevent the confirmation of | 
that is covertly, if not openly, supported by | Morgan to the post of Indian Commissioner. | 
destruction of j A 
Is its ambition worldly | Catholicity among the red men. The danger | “ttraction. The 
J Let Catholics The Arena exhibits the trend of Psyc 


bestir themselves to defeat the man whose |Research, and will prove a valuable acquisi- 


| 


below par. The Catholic is really religious; | concerted effort of a blinded bigot to 
the Protestant protests about religion in strangle Catholic interests in the Indian 
Morgan's plan is specious and 


All the assaults upon Gen. Morgan are of 
a disingenuous character, and intended to 


In answer to the charge of discrimination |5¢venty times seven. 
[externalities are mere idolatries with un- against the Catholics by the Commissioner, | Francis, it is the 25-cent trial subscription, 
| with such lectures as those of Mr. Abbott 
Catholic history, saintship and fealty center | retary of the Interior which so clearly dis- that takes them by storm.” 


They hole in a card, and paper pasted on each 


STEADILY ADVANCING, 


The Rostrum a Great Attraction. 


A General Survey. 


Doings, ete. 


Capt. Geo. S. Clydesdale came West in 
1832, and resides at Maywood, Ill He 


Yes, our list of subscribers is steadily| has resided in this city and vicinity for 47 
advancing. The Rostrum has proved a great| years. For many years he was a captain on 


tion to one’s store of knowledge. All this 


article this week taken from | the lakes, and always was guided from dan- 
hica] | Ler by the presentiments he received. 


He 
is now a firm believer in Spiritualism. 

J. W. Dennis, President of a Spiritualist 
Society at Buffalo, writes: Edgar W. Em- 


valuable information is furnished for only | erson is doing splendidly for our Society. 


about 14 cents. 


most leaders of the liberal movement, a man 
of brilliant intellect, and president of the 
American Secular Union. Ile resides in 
Philadelphia. He expresses an opinion of 
Tue Progressive THINKER as follows: “I 
am delighted with your very racy and able 
paper, and I will do all I can to increase its 


circulation. I wish you a great deal of suc- 
cess,” 
S. W. Moffett, of Wheaton, III., writes: 


“The tendency of THE Progressive THINKER 
is toward lifting the masses out of the ruts 
and leading them to do a good deal of in- 
dependent thinking; a consummation de- 
voutly to be wished. I am glad the venture 
will be a successful one, for if there is any 
one thing that the world needs to-day, it is 
light. 

T. W. Wisner, of Caro, Mich., writes: 
“I am so well pleased with Tux Proares- 
SIVE Tuinker that I have obtained seven 
more trial subscribers, and I wish it was 
I tell you, Bro. 


E. A. Sharp, of Minneapolis, Kansas, 
writes: “I was wishing I could find a 
Spiritualist paper to suit me, having tried 


including education and government. When missed from the Indian school service in several, when a friend handed me a copy of 


your paper, which seems to just fill the bill 
in every particular; so please find enclosed 
subscription price. After reading the paper 
I handed it to a prominent orthodox Chris- 
tian, who afterward remarked that any one 
article therein was worth more than twenty- 
five cents.” 

Edgar L. St. Ceran, of New Orleans, La., 
writes: Tur PROGRESSIVE THINKER is to 
modern Spiritualism what the ‘Thunderer’ 
is to British politics. Every page is newsy 
and interesting. The same vim, energy and 
dash which characterizes your initial num- 
bers, if persevered in, will win for you a 
place at the topmost round of scientific pro- 
gressive Spiritualism. May angel guidance 
direct your efforts to well merited success,” 

M. W. Comstock, of Niantic, Ct., writes: 
„saw one of your papers, and was pleased 
with its contents. 

Mary W. Barr, of Flint, Ind., writes: 
Many thanks for sample copy. I was just 
hungry for spiritual reading. I shall do 
missionary work with it, and am so glad of 
a prospect for such reading without so great 
an outlay.” 

Elliott Wyman, of East Westmoreland, 
N. H., writes: I like the tone and char- 
acter of Tun PROGRESSIVE THINKER so far 
very much. Itseems to be just the thing 
needed for the times. You have evidently 
secured some of the best, most profound, 
candid and able writers and lecturers to be 
had. It is an intellectual feast to read the 
expressed thoughts of such minds, Espe- 
cially is this favor to be highly prized by 
readers who are so located as not to make it 
convenient to attend public lectures and 
hear such able speakers. May angels bless 
you and success attend your efforts.“ 

W. M. Galer, of Hillsboro, Iowa, writes: 
“I have (accidentally) seen THE PROGRES- 
SIVE THINKER of January 11 and 18, and 
now I send $1, for which please send it to 
me each week for the year to come.“ 

W. J. Black, of Springfield, Mo., writes: 
‘t Notwithstanding I am a total stranger to 
you, yet you feel near to me by some law 
of sympathy I can not explain. I have 
read the Banner of Light, the R.-P. Journal 
and the Better Way, but I say in all candor, 
that Tun Progressive THINKER is my 
favorite of all of the Spiritualist papers.“ 

T. J. Pitts, of Nashua, Iowa, writes: “I 
am more than pleased with Tun Proones- 
SIVE THINKER,” 

0. F. Delano, of Oxford, Mich., writes: 
“I have received a copy of Tur 
stve Turn, and like it very much. 
think it will fill a long needed supply.” 

Dr, C. rl. Boulson, of Iola, Kan., writes: 
uI received a copy of Tux Proannssive 
Tuixken, and think I shall like it very 
much,” 

Mrs. Augusta R. Fox, of Frewsburg, N. 
V., writes: ‘Your sample copy was duly 
received. I have perused it over and over 

Tun Pro- 


We select at random a few | Our hall is filled to the doors, and our cof- 
brief extracts from letters for publication: | fers are also filling rapidly. 


Dr. R. B. Westbrook is one of the fore-] Tevivalist of the highest order. 


Emerson is a 

Spectator writes: The People's Spiritual 
Society held its regular meeting at Banner 
Hall, 93 Peoria street. Mrs S. C. W. Bishop 
gave an excellent address on the Su— 
periority of Spiritualism over all other Re- 
ligions and Philosophies,” after which she 
delighted the audience with several tests. 
Then followed Mrs. Pennell, Mrs. DeWolf, 
Mrs. Morrell, Mrs. DeKnevett. Prof. G. 
G. W. Vanhorn gave some very fine tests, 
and they were all appreciated by the very 
large assembly. The music and singing 
was duly appreciated, and all departed to 
their homes feeling more in harmony with 
themselves and their surroundings. Brother 
Jenifer conducted the services. Mrs. S. C. 
W. Bishop officiated Feb. 16." 

Titus Merritt, of New York, writes: “I 
belong to the First Society of Spiritualists, 
of which Henry J. Newton is President, 
This was duly organized by A. J. Davis 
and Judge Edmunds, on the first Sunday of 
January, 1863. Miss Jennie B. Hagan is 
our speaker for February, and Mrs. Brig- 
ham for March. The meetings are well 
attended, and mostly by strangers just com- 
mencing to investigate. From the names 
of contributors mentioned in your last issue, 
your readers can safely conclude you have 
something good for them in store. 

Titus Merritt, of New York, is certainly 
entitled to our thanks for his efficient 
services in behalf of Tux PROGRESSIVE 
Tmyker. Sometimes he sells on Sunday 
nearly 100 copies at the meeting of the First 
Society in New York City. 

J. W. Gilpin, of Fairbury, III., called at 
this office and related how he saw his spirit 
sister when his father was lying in his cof- 
fin. He saw her as plainly as he could 
discern a person in the physical body, ap- 
parently gazing at the inanimate form of 
her father, whom she had undoubtedly wel- 
comed to spirit-life. 

As previously announced, Andrew Jack- 
son Davis, Physician to Body and Mind, 
can not, until further notice, treat new pa- 
tients by mail. We hope the time is not 
far distant when he will use his pen again 
for the enlightenment of the world. 

W. J. Colville’s work on Theosophy will 
be ready for delivery at an early day. The 
Banner of Light says that ‘+ Concerning 
the book, it is unnecessary to repeat what 
has been so often expressed in these col- 
umns, further than to state that W. J. Col- 
ville, with the assistance derived from un 
seen intelligences, as well as from other 
sources, has presented the subject of Uni- 
versal Theosophy in perfect consonance 
with the higher teachings of Spiritualism. 
The ground taken is thoroughly impartial; 
no reasonable person need feel the least of- 
fended at any of the views advanced. Spir- 
itualism and Theosophy, the author declares, 
are but one in their true essence and pur- 
pose.“ 

Dr. H. B. Storer announces that Miss 
Jennie Leys has returned from her sojourn 
in California, and will answer calls to lecture. 
Address her box 13, West Bedford, Mass. 


Dr. Zenker writes from Lichtenstein to 
Sphinx that one Monday, driving out to his 
country patients about half-past four in the 
afternoon, he met one of his former patients, 
Schubert by name, coming out of a side- 
street, and was greeted by him in a 
singularly mournful way. On the 
Wednesday following, he says, I passed 
by Schubert's dwelling, where, to my 
amazement, I heard that he had expired that 
very morning at half-past two o'clock. 
‘Impossible,’ said I, ‘why, I met him in 
the street only the day before yesterday.’ 
The people looked at one another in aston- 
ishment, and declared that I must have 
been mistaken, for Schubert had been lying 
perfectly unconscious ever since Sunday the 
13th. I was not misiaken, however, and 
would pledge my word for the truth of what 
I have stated. — Banner of Light. 


Saturday evening, Feb, 15th, the friends 
and admirers of Mrs. Nellie J. T. Brigham 
and Miss Jennie B. Hagan were afforded 
an opportunity to pay their respects to 
these prominent and eloquent teachers of 
Spiritualism at a joint reception, held at the 
residence of Mr. and Mrs. Henry J. New- 
ton, 128 West 43d St., N. Y. 


of Chelsea. Other mediums will also be 
present. 

Prof. J. W. Kenyon has a three months 
engagement at Albany, N. V. 

Lyman C. Howe is lecturing at the Temple 
in Boston. 

The mother of C. S. King, a young man 
of this city, passed to spiritlife the 11th of 
January. She had made a promise to retum 
to him, and did it in a most significant man- 
ner, On Feb. 8th he found a message writ 
ten on his handkerchief, as follows: *' You 
must not feel lost; we are with you 
Mother.” The young man considers this s 
genuine message from his spirit mother, 
The hand writing is hers exactly. 

The Literary Society of Chansening, 
Mich., has for a time resolved itself into a 
Society for Psychical Research, and as s 
basis, began the reading of Hudson Tuttle's 
recent work on Psychic Science. The mem- 
bers meet weekly, and a reader previously 
appointed reads a chapter from the book, 
which is followed by general discussion of 
the subject. We know of no better plan of 
studying understandingly the Outlying 
Fields, and Spiritualism itself, When the 
Society have discussed the book, chapter by 
chapter, they will begin to appreciate the 
trascendental claims of the spiritual forces 
which hold the physical realm in abeyance, 

The Carrier Dove well says, with refer- 
ence to “Organization” on the part of 
Spiritualists: ‘The organization of Spiritu- 
alists is desirable, just so far as it is pos 
sible, and it is possible within the limits of 
its relation to things purely secular. In 
other words, an organization for business 
purposes, for the promotion of the material 
interests of its adherents, as a whole, would 
be productive of good results. It would so 
concentrate the moral strength and pe 
cuniary power of Spiritualism as to greatly 
add to its advancement in numbers and in 
fluence, consequently its means for accom- 
plishing good. Butthe adoption of a creed, 
as has been proposed by one of the leading 
spiritual journals, would have an opposite 
effect. It would necessarily limit the views 
of Spiritualists, or exclude those holding 
liberal opinions from the organization, thus 
forming a religious sect, the natural tendency 
of which is toward a conservatism not ip 
harmony with the advancing march of the 
times. The inevitable result would be the 
division of Spiritualists into two or more 
distinct bodies, thus defeating the original 
purposes of organization.” -A 

Parties are engaged in Massachusetts in s 
work that will be detrimental to the best is- 
terests of hnmanity. They want to regulate 
by statute the whole business of medicine 

On the 7th instant, Milo Porter, who 
married the daughter of the late lamented 
E. V. Wilson, passed serenely to spiritlife 
He was a most excellent man. 

The Rev. Stephen Nolan died suddenly 
lately, at Nicholasville, Ky. He was as 
evangelist, and claimed that he had had dd. 
vine visitations from Jesus Christ, who 
appeared to him in bodily form three times 
He gave a full account, over his signature,” 
in his newspaper, the Central Methodist, 
the meetings, and described the conversatic 
in full Many members of his church, th 
Methodist South, so r ; N 
that they believed to doubt his story 
impiety. 

One of Lyman C. Howe's subjects att 
First Spiritual Temple, Boston, was on ¢ 
Essence of Life. 

J. Clegg Wright and Dr. Alice K. Malthy 
have been lately united in marriage at Cit 
cinatti, Ohio. Mr. Wright is prominent 
a lecturer. 

The guardian spirit of Mrs. Carrie 
has espoused the cause of Mrs. Eilenbe 
who is accused of murdering Wm. Ed 
saying: I implore you all, men, wo 
and children, to use your influence in ber 
behalf, and help free a guiltless woman” 
Good for this guardian spirit. May he 
successful in his efforts. 
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This week, Mrs. Richmond gives the 

ple something that it would be l 
them to carefully consider. Next 

E. Woodhead, formerly editor of Mind 
Nature, and a gentleman of wide e 

and deep research, will have son 

say. 
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A GHOSTS! | 


PSYCHICAL RESEARCH. 


the lamp burningand get into bed, while T, land which was not that of an ordinary 
wrapped in a dressing-gown, lay on the out human being, It is the theoretical dif. 
side of the bed, with the cot on my right/foultios which arise after testimony bas 
hand, The bedstead faced the fireplace, [been accepted, to which I purpose here to 
and nothing stood between but a settee at call attention. Granted then, for this pur 
l ; the foot of the bed. On either side of the | pose, that the account is substantially relin- 
HARD HODGSON, LL. D., SECRETARY OF | chimney was a lange recess—the ono to the| ble, what did the figure consist of? Say it 
RICAN SOCIETY FOR PSYCHIOAL — | Joft (as wo faced in that direction), having a | was the ghost of Mr, Is father, How doos 
RESEARCH. chest of drawers, on which the lamp was that help us? Did the ghost consist of or- 

—— standing. The entrance door was on the |dinary matter? How, then, did it form, 

by i oe Arua Publishing [samo side of the room as the head of the and how did it disappear? Was it com. 
me — ASurtinies 8 ‘lai bed, and fo the left of it—iacing, therefore, | posed of somo such stuff as the luminiforous 
N lines of inquiry in which hed — the recess of which I speak. The door was other? How, thon, was it visible, and how 
natch ic h are engage, The looked; and on that same side (to my left) could it cast a shadow? Are there ghosts 
er Seater: be partly experimental my husband was lying, with the curtain of clothes as well as of buman organisms? 
ERA comparative; * of the labor drawn, towanlds which his face was turned. | Where did the ghost of the uniform come 
he tion having been airon to As the bed bad curtains only at the head, rom Would you and 1, had we been in 
len — y Szimat i aN i all before us was open and dimly lighted, | the room, Aave seen and Asard the għost aa 
q * ie e lamp being turned down, well as Mr, and Mre. Po? Or, was the 

* N ted 8 This takes some time to describe, but it | figure no real external ghost, but a hal- 
‘ hice) expert à — was still just about 9:30, Gertrude not vet lueinatton generated in the mind of Mr, and 

A ree 2 hi — awake, and I just pulling myself into a Ms P., and transferred telepathically” to 

1 but 7 — . — pet J half-sitting posture against the pillows, the mind of his wife, or the converse? l. ot 
8 . which choald thinking of nothing but the arrangements | us see if our next story, taken from Vol, V, 
mlad on this material, and very difi- for the following day, when to my groat of the Proceedings of the English S. P. R. 
Si tee aó to the TA * astonishment I saw a gentleman re will throw light on any of those questions, 
yo Oven ‘whi rig ried at the foot of the bed, dressed as a nav From Mr. D, M. ‘Tyre, 157 St. Andrew's 
As oe be narra 8 and vg a Sp eke 8 ajroad, Pollokshtelds, Glasgow. 

i 0 wak. © light being in the po- 
= 3 ontset on 1 shall assumo, 2 which L have indicated, the face was 
SSA purpose, that there do exist in shadow to me, and the more so that the 
ii visitor was leaning upon his arms, which 

* Phenomena | rested on the footrail of the bedstead, I 

was too astonished to be afraid, but simply 

Apan wondered wo — be; and, instantly 

touch usband’s shoulder (whose 

tions and haunted houses, | face — pie away from me), I said: 

- and m orj. Willie, who is this? My husband tumed, 
* uding clairvoyance, Com-| and for a second or two, lay looking in in- 
+ as well as the popular | tonse astonishment at the intruder; then, 
ene to be connected mainly with lifting himself a little, he shouted: ++ What 
> 2 — — is hots these on earth are you doing here, sir? Mean- 
ihe ordi ** iG le Ty while the form, slowly drawing himself 
nb nary thoug shall, into an upright position, now said in 

* . some accounts of ghosts, ja commanding, yet reproachful voice: 

W the dilticulty of analyzing thore, Willie! Willie!” 

aa _ phenomena in the present stage} T looked at my husband, and saw that 
A his faco was white and agitated, As I 

ily remind my readers that an fturned towards him ho sprang out of bed, 

of our investigation, where it fas though to attack the man, but stood at 

ò accounts of spontaneous expe the bedside as if afraid, or in great per 
onsists in eliminating errors due to plexity, while the figure calmly and slowly 
oe of human observation and moved towards the wall, at right angles 

dan lencies which are found even | with the lamp. As it passed the lamp, a 
Most honest and intelligent witnesses, deep shadow fell upon the room, as of a 

* here, however, is not to deal f material person shutting out the light from 
x of our subject, but to sugyest/us by his intervening body, and he disap- 
salty of finding the psychical laws | peared, as it were, into the wall. My hus- 
the phenomena described must} hand now, in a very agitated manner, 
M, supposing that our phenomena are caught up the lamp, and turning to me, 
upernormal. My own opinion is that} aid: 1 mean to look all over the house, 

which we have received, taken to- and see where he has gone. 
4 1 r e * I was by this time exceedingly agitated 
; ioc 31 I. generally too, but remembering that the door was 
pothesis, though it is impossi- | looked, and that the mysterious visitor had 
lo enter fully into the evidence forf nat gone towards it at all, remarked: “ He 
has not gone out by the door. But with- 
out pausing, my husband waloeked the door, 
hastened out of the room, and was soon 
searching the whole house, Sitting there in 
mgyest positive results, so that he the dark, I thought to myself, “ We have 
able as siate. if l © [surely seen an apparition! Whatever can it 

: © appreciate, i£ not the more | indicato—perhaps my brother Arthur (he 
k ly beak that are i0- as in the navy, and at that time on a voy- 

2 5 <i n pan age to India), is in trouble; such things 

* in this by 11 =a th have been told of as occurring.” In some 

A N the ap * Bai pang eg such way I pondered with an anxious heart, 
EAA exclatn Gr to ariki holding the child, who just then awakened, 
at hick i ang i past in my arms, until my husband came back, 

ad w * * “is et 1 5 10W | looking very white and miserable. 

on 8 S ** pam * ch demand Sitting upon the bedside, he put his arm 
>en th es wo can arrive at assured | about me and said: ‘Do you know what 

de su aor a ae we have scen? And I said: Ves; it was 

2 thus a double reason for inviting | 4 spirit I am afraid it was Arthur, but 
err attention in the first place to could not see his face,” and he exclaimed: 
“O no, it was my father!“ 


‘ghost stories, As we proceed, we 
Now you will say this is the strangest 


be led from the spontaneous to the 
imental side of our investigatio í 
a gation, and part of the story, and unprecedented. And 
more to the spontaneous, each fi 1. 
orie some lizht what could have been the reason of such an 
+ F $ g some ugat appearance? 
My husband's father had been dead four- 


other, until we shall, I venture to 
teen years; he had been a naval officer in his 


h one conclusion with perfect 

vis., that the living human young life; but, through ill health, had left 
t a far wider and profounder thing the service before my husband was born, 
We can hope to survey in our moat ex- and the latter had only once or twice scen 
homents, or to fathom in our deepest him in uniform, I had never seen him at 
s, that there are hidden realms in| all. My husband and I related the oc 
currence to my uncle and aunt, and we all 


personality which we can yet explore 
noticed that my husband's agitation and 


and possibilities of correlation 
bodied human minds which may Í : 

em Y | anxiety were very great, whereas his usual 
manner was calm and reserved in the ex- 


ntually prove to be fraught with 
treme, and he was a thorough and avowed 


mifcance as regards man's destiny 
rganisms in which those minds : b 
ja 5 skeptic in all — so-called — supernatural 
events, 


bodied have long passed into corrup- 

As the weeks passed on, my husband be 
came very ill, and then gradually disclosed 
to me that he bad been in great financial 
lden for the English So. 8 ae 4 a ‘tie time his father 

1885, hy Mra. P. as aus sent to us, he was inclining to take 
the advice of a man who would certainly 
E 29 had my husband yielded to him (as he had 
he year 1867 I was married, and my f intended before hearing the warning voice) | 
i took a house at 8, quite a new) have led him to ruin, perhaps worse, It 
built in what was, and still is, | is this fact which makes us most reticent in 8 art : 
, called “ Cliff Town,” as being at speaking of the event; in addition to which, FE ee: Bie eee could 
elevation than the older part of | my husband had already been led to specu. hot seo her face, but her right band was 
„ Our life was exceedingly bright] [ate upon certain chances which resulted in Sot UE Badhe Slade Rese e 
Pp) there, until towards the end of failure, and infinite sorrow to us both, as hanti was yellow and thin, and wrinkled like 
hen my husband's health appeared | well as to others, and was, indeed. the the hands of old people who have done lots 
failing, and he grew dejected and cause of our coming to , after a year of ot bard work in their day. s 
ing in vain to ascertain the] much trouble, in the January of 1871. We eat looking at the bed for a long Umg 


for his, and being repeatedly assured with an occasional bit of information from 
that I was * too fanciful,” and that L., who was the only one who saw the figure, 


2 Mr. P. confirmed the details of the above] This happened often—very often indeed, 


nothing the matter with lim,“ 

to vex him with questions, and the | #eeeunt, and Dr. and Mra. C., friends of so frequently that we got used to it, and 
A quictly away till Christmas Eye Mr. and Mrs. P., added: «This narrative use to talk about it among ourselves as 
i A “L.'s old woman.” 


war (1869). was told us by Mrs. P., as here recorded, 
Molo and aunt lived in the neighbor. |50me years ago,” Midsummer came, and the rest of our 
d they invited us to spend Christ- Now, if we suppose the above account to | people from the city, and then, for the frst 
y with them—to go quite early in be even only moderately avourate, what ex- | time we became intimate with our neighbors, 
ming to breakfast, accompanied by planation can be suggested? Mrs. I, s own fand two or three families at the shore. On 
our small houscbold, ~ [opinion is that ‘no condition of over. one occasion my elder sister brought up the 
nged therefore to go to bed at an Wrought nerves’ or ‘superstitious fears,’| subject before a Mrs. M'P., our nearest 
r on the night of the 24th, so as could have been the cause of the manifesta. | neighbor, and when she described the figure 
» betimes for our morning walk. tion, but only, so far as we have been able to her, Mrs. M'P. well-nigh swooned away, 
atly, at 9 o'clock we went upstairs, |" judge by subsequent events, a dirwet and said that it really was the case; the 
mal carefully attended to bars warning to my husband in the voice and ap- | description was the same as the first wife of 
and at about 9:30 were | Pearance of the one that he had most rev-| the man who lived in the house before us, 
the lamp; but our little |ereneed in all his life, and was the most and that he cruelly ill-used his wife, to the 
likely to obey." extent that the last beating she never 
The narrative cannot be dismissed as a recovered from. The story Mra M'P, told 
moro I need hardly say that I runs somewhat like this, of which L can dnly 
i shall quote no accounts which we have not} give you the gist:— 
eer “my husband to leave satisfactory reasons for believing to have} Malcom, the man of the house, and his 
an come from persons of Integrity. We must, | wife Kate (the old woman), lived a cat and 
“I have ventured to cola the of course, leave an ample margin for inao- | dog life; she was hard-working, and he got 
* — that [curacy of description of the real occurrence, | tipsy whenever he could. They went one 
payehieal eto, bat my object, as already stated, is day to market with some fowls and p 
of aimormal [not now to minimize the testimony by des- |eto., and on their way back he purchased a 
one Canting u deficiency of human mem. half-gallon of whisky. He carried it part 
1 o Sra tion. I shall suppose that ot the way, and when he got tired gave it to 
we have enc ced gc- her, while he took frequent rests by the 
gounis ot ; aho betoro 
E y 


* 
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Ocronesr 9, 1885. 

In the summer of IS74, my sister and I 
went during our holidays to ny with a 
gurdener and his wife, in a house which was 
built far up, fully three-quarters of a mile, 
on the face of a hill overlooking one of the 
most beautiful lochs in Dumbartonshire, 
just on the boundary of the Highlands, A 
charming spot indeed, although far off the 
main roadway, We never wearied, and so 
delighted were we with the place that my 
people took a lease of the house for the 
following three years. From this point my 
narrative begins Being connected in 
business with the city, we could not go down 
to Glen M. altogether, so that my two 
sisters and myself were sent away early in 
May to have the house put in order, and 
the garden, eta, ete, for the coming holi- 
days, when we would be all down together, 
We had lots of work to do, and as the 
nearest village was five miles distant, and our 
nearest neighbors, the people at the shore, 
nearly a mile away, we were pretty quiet on 
the hill and left to our own resources, 

One day, my elder sister J. required to 
wo to the village for something or other, 
leaving us alone; and as the afternoon 
came on, I went partof the way to meet her, 
leaving my other sister L. all alone. When 
we returned, about 6 „. u. we found L. 
down the bill to meet us in a rather excited 
state, saying that an old woman had taken 
up her quarters in the kitchen, and was 
lying in the bed. We asked her if she kuew 
who she was, She said no, that the old 
wife was lying on the bed with her clothes 
on, and that possibly she was a tinker body 
(a gipsy), therefore she was afraid to go in 
without us We went up to the house with 
I. my younger sister L. going in first, said, 
on going into the kitchen, There she is,” 
pointing to the bed, and turning to us, 
expecting that we would wake her up and ask 
her what she was there for, I looked in 
the bed and so did my elder sister, but the 
clothes were flat and unruilled, and when we 
said there was nothing there she was quite 
surprised, and pointing with her finger, said; 
‘Look! why, there's the old wife with her 
clothes on and lying with her head towards 
the window’; but we could notsee anything. 
Then for the first time it seemed to dawn 
upon her that she was seeing something that 
was not natural to us all, and she became 
very much afraid, and we took her to the 
other room and tried to soothe her, for she 
was trembling all over, Ghost! why the 
thought never entered our minds for a 
second; but we started chopping wood 
and making a fire for the evening meal. 
The very idea of any one being in the bed 
was ridiculous, we attributed it to 
imagination, and life at the house went on 
as usual for about two days, when one 
afternoon, as we were sitting in the kitchen 
round the fire, it being a cold, wet day 
outside, L. startled us by exclaiming: 
“There is the old woman again, and lying 
the same way. I. did not seem to be so 
much afraid this time, so we asked her to 
describe the figure; and with her eyes fixed 
on the bed and with motion of the finger, 
she went on to tell us how that the old wife 
was not lying under the blankets, but on top, 
with her clothes and boots on, and her legs 
drawn up as though she were cold; her face 
was turned to the wall, and she had on what 
is known in the Highlands as a ‘‘sow-backed 
mutch,” that is, a white cap which only old 
women wear; it has a frill round the front, 
and sticks out at the back, thus She also 
wore a drab-colored petticoat, and a checked 
shawl round her shoulders, drawn tight. 
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THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER. 


her of drinking the contents of the jar, Hof Dr. G., a cultured lady, an M. D,,—!supernormal extension of the susceptibility 
gave hor such a beating that he was afraid, some of whose experiences as poreiplont of Miss C., accompanied by the power of 
and went down to this Mra M'P., saying have been recorded in the proceedings of | acting telepathically upon Mr. K. 
that his wife was very UL When Mra, M'P, the American 8, P. R.,—drew my attention) The next two cases which I shall quote 
wont up to the house she found Kate, as my some time ago to an account which she had | we have received from a lady, Mra. N. G., 
sister doscribod, with her clothes on, and ly. tiven in The Herald of Health, of an expe-| who has had various psychical experiences. 
ing with her face to the wall, for the purpose, | rience where she herself was the agent, and | She writes, in a letter of Dec, 25, 1887:— 
as Mrs, M', said, of concealing her face, [a friend of hers whom I shall call Mra. O., — 
which was very badly colored by the I. the pereipient. According to the account, I will now relate an incident which hap- 
treatment of her husband, The finishing | which I abridge, Dr. G. arranged, early in| pened when I was a young girl. 
up was her death, she having never|OQctober of 1885, to try voluntarily to} I sat looking out of the window, and I 
recovered. appear, or cause a vision of herself to saw a lady coming up the street toward the 
The foregoing ia as nearly a complete appear to Mrs, O., at a distance, Soon at. house, 1 made the remark to my mother; 
compendium of the facts as I, with the|torwards, Dr, G, went toa city 500 miles There comes Mra, Charlie Davis, and I 
holp of my sister J., can remember, from where Mrs, C, was living, and at in- think she is coming hero. Then my mother 
My sister L. is dead now, but we often] tervals endeavored (vainly) to go to her came to the window and said: „ Where is 
go back to the house, when we are anyway | friend mentally; bat no written communica- sho? I don't seo her or any one,” Of course 
near the locality, because it is a bright spot} tion took place between them, nor had any |I was surprised and insisted upon it, saying 
in Our memory, hour been fixed for the experiment. she had on a bonnet trimmed with red, 
(signed) then turned to look at my mother to see 
what she meant by saying so, I looked 


Now was the ghost of the old woman the | high fever, consequent upon a sudden but back again out of the window, and to be 
same kind of ghost seen by Mr, and Mrs. | slight indisposition, My mind was idly ute I could not see any one. But I was so 
P.? It would seem clear that if there was] but nervously occupied by a great number ure that I went out of doors and looked, 
actually the substantial shape of an old ot topics. Among other things, I thought but could discover no one. This was just 
woman on the bed when Miss L. T. saw one of a certain reception which T had to attend|® Short time before dinner. I kopt con- 
there, it could not have been composed of in a fow days, of having no dress suitable |tntly expecting her to come, and shortly 
ontinary matter, or else hor brother and} for the occasion, but of one whieh I had after dinner the doorbell rung and upon 
sister Would have seen it also. And hencofat home and wished for, And then 1|8ing to the door, who should be there but 
Miss L. T. did not perceive the figure, | wandered, by association of ideas, to think Mrs, Davis. As soon as seated almost I 
Whatever it may have been, by normaljofa certain evening company which I had asked her if she had not been up this way 
sense of vision, Apparently Miss L. T. | attended with the friend with whom I wished before, She replied in the negative. I in- 

ither exercised, at least transiently, some|to try my experiment in telepathy. I sisted, telling her that she had on the same 

ulty of supernormal perception which} thought of this idly, without volition, but bonnet that she was now wearing. (This 
enabled her to perceive something actually |as in fever the mind seems to cling to ide] was on Monday.) Mer reply was that she 
on the bed but not perceptible to the f thoughts with great persistence, so these got the bonnet new Saturday and that it had 
onlinary sense-organs of human beings, —or | thoughts kept repeating themselves, I been so very stormy on Sunday that she did 
the figuro which she saw was a hallucination, became weary of their persistence, yet hot go out of the house, and while doing 
not morbid, however, but veridfeal, , could not escape them. 1 finally began to her washing this forenoon, a lady came in 
truth-telling, or corresponding to some] wonder why I could not appear to my Just before dinner and wanted her to come 
action going on elsewhere, This second | friend, but did not try—only kept thinking ul“ and ask if I would take part in an en- 
alternative I shall explain at greater length | of it, tertainment to be given at the church, and 
hereafter; for the present it will be sufficient} Suddenly my body became slightly numb, at that time had cocsiderable conversation 
to make the following suggestion, my head felt light, my breathing became |!" regard to my personal appearance, in 

Mrs, MP. doubtless not infrequently | slow and loud, as when one goes to sleep, | CeBBecton with this character that she was 
formed a vivid mental picture of the old} I had often been in a similar state. When I to ask me to represent, ete. 
woman lying on her bed as she had seen | came out of it I lit the candle and looked at 
her when summoned by her husband after, my wateh, The next day I thought of the 
he had given her the beating which resulted experience of the night as meaningless, 
in her death, This mental picture may have and was ashamed of having considered a 
been transferred telepathically to the mind change of breathing anything more than a 
of Miss L. P. and may have produced a} premonition of going to sleep. 
hallucination. In other words, this} A few days after this experience I receive 
hypothesis involves that Miss I., T. wasja letter from my friend, forwarded from : i 
Specially sensitive to impressions by where she supposed I was, in which she|°"° else, Shortly after dinner of the same 
thought-transference, and that the ex- stated that I had appeared to her on a day, Mrs. D. came to our house. My daugh- 
ternalized phantasm which she saw, was the certain evening, giving the time; that I ter asked her if she had not been up this 
effect of an impression transmitted directly | wore a dress she had never seen before, but | WN Im the forenoon, Her reply: Noz I 
from one living person to another, which she perfectly described; that I stood have not been out of the house before to- 

The next story I quote, not because it is with my back to her, and remained but a day for I have been very busy, but was 
well evidenced, since the testimony at moment or two. thinking very strongly of you in the fore 
present depends upon the memory of only As I had not written to her of my efforts |2000, as We are going to have tableaux at 
one person, but because some of the} to appear to her, and as the opportunities of a 5 9 ES N i 95 
important circumstances are curiously like two months for guess-work or deception had Nn for Rebecca M piip 5 meta 4 
those in the preceding instance, The | elapsed, I felt that my proof was as positive oaa ope up to see you after dinner an 
apparition was seen by one person only, as I could desire. Not proof, however, ot!“ 1 an; . OB i 
whereas if it had consisted of ordinary the outgoing of the astral body. Had I My daughter reiterated, But you must 
matter it would have been visible to others [appeared to my friend as I was at the aara been up this way today,” to which 
present;—it would moreover seem to have}moment, in bed in my night-dress, the case Mrs. D. insisted sho E inani E 
been of no use to any one, exhibiting no} would have simply paralleled many of which I will further state that abe had om ihe 
indications of any life whatever, much less | we have read; hut my appearance in a dress | Aue apparel that my daughter 8 
of any larger and divine lite which so many | that was two hundred miles away, and which when she thought she saw her in the fore- 
deem the departed ought to show if they can had never been seen by the percipient, noon, 
appear to all in our common world, and | forms proof of the best theory that has yet 7 
suggesting rather such images as tlie skeleton] been propounded by students of tele. The other experience was recent, and the 
of a disintegrating leaf, the withered and/pathy, * * * * account of it was sent to me on the day im- 
evanescent remnant of a once living} I have received a corroborative account| mediately following. Mr. G. writes, on 
organism, or a picture of the dead painted} from the lady who had this vision, and her May 18, 1868:— 
on the air, We obtained the case at the original letter has also been kindly} For nearly two weeks I have had a lady 
close of 1888, through the kindness of Dr. forwarded to me for my inspection, It friend visiting us from Chicago and last 
S. T. Armstrong, from a lady who is un- reads thus:— Sunday we tried the cards and in every in- 
willing that her name should be used. stance I told the color and kind; but only 

two or three times was enabled to give the 
exact number.. 

I must write you of something that o0- 
curred last night; after this lady, whom I 
have mentioned above, had retired and 
almost immediately after we had extin- 
guished the light, there suddenly appeared 
before me a beautiful lawn and coming to- 
ward me a chubby, yeliow-haired little boy, 
and by his side a brown dog which closely 
resembled a fox. The dog had on a brass 
collar and the child's hand was under the 
collar just as if he was leading or pulling 
the dog. The vision was like a flash, came 
and went in an instant. I immediately told 
my friend and she said: “Do you know 
where there are any matches?’ and began 
to hurriedly clamber out of bed. I struck 
a light, she plunged into her trunk, brought 
out a book, and pasted in the front was a 
picture of her little boy and his dog. They 
were not in the same position that I saw 
them but the dog looked exceedingly fa- 
miliar. Her little boy passed into the beyond 
about four years ago. 


D. M. Tyne. 


One night I went to bed in a 


Mrs. G. T. G., mother of Mra. N. G., 
confirms as follows;— 

I remember the circumstance of my 
daughter seeing the lady coming up the 
street, She said: There comes Mrs, 
„q | Davis,” and as I did not see the lady we let 
it pass, thinking she did not see her or any- 


New York, Nov. 21, 1885. 
One night in March 73 or 74; I can't} KA 
recollect which year, I was attending on the] Did you come to me last evening, Friday, 
sick bed of my mother, About eight] Nov. 20? Somebody did, near 10 o'clock, 
o'clock in the evening I went into the] She wore a blue velvet dress, handsomely 
dining-room to fix a cup of tea, and on draped. with white cuffs at the wrist. But 
turning from the sideboard to the table, on fI only saw the figure, The face was not 
the other side of the table, before the fire, | revealed to me. I had gone to bed, and put 
which was burning brightly, as was also the out the light. It was with the interior 
gas, I saw standing with his hands clasped | sight I saw. It was gone in an instant, 
to his side in true military fashion, a soldier Yours, 
of about thirty years of age, with dark, — 
piercing eyes, looking directly into mine, Putting aside for the present the theory 
He wore a small cap with standing feather, of mere chance coincidence, not many 
his costume was also of a soldierly style, would be disposed to think that Dr. G. 
He did not strike me as being a spirit, factually traveled as a ghost (in the sense 
ghost, or anything uncanny, only a living | of some tenuous material thing) and arrayed 
man; but after gazing for fully a minute I fher ghostly organism in the ghostly 
realized that it was nothing of earth, for he] garments of her distant reception dress 
neither moved his eyes nor his body, and in They would rather incline, in this case at all 
looking closely I could see the fire beyond. events, to the theory of telepathy,—the 
I was of course startled, and yet did not ability of one mind to impress or to be 
run out of the room. I felt stunned. I impressed by another mind otherwise than 
walked out rapidly, however, and turning to | through the recognized channels of sense 
the servant in the hall, asked her if she saw But let me quote another case, which may 
anything; she said not. I went into my seem at first sight to be of the same variety 
mother’s room and remained talking for] as the foregoing, but which is more closely 
about an hour, but never mentioned the reciprocal, ù e., a case where there appears 
above subject, for fear of exciting her, and to have been a mutual influence of the two 
finally forgot it altogether. Returning to persons concerned upon each other 
the dining-room, still in forgetfulness of 
what had occurred, but repeating as above 
the turning from sideboard to table in act of 
preparing more tea, I looked casually 
towards the fire, and there I saw the soldier 
again; this time I was entirely alarmed, and 
fled from the room in haste; called to my 
father, but when he came, he saw nothing, 
I am of a nervous temperament, but was 
not specially so that night, was not reading | Mrs, Crans, come in here quick, something 
anything exciting, had never heard any awtul's the matter with Allie” T went to Mrs, G.'s experience in this last case re- 
story about this incident at all before. Four my daughter's room. She was lying in the | minds us of the description given by Mrs 
years after, however, my brother attended a bed, very cold and apparently lifeless IC. in the case cited above, of the vision to 
boys’ school next door to this house, and an f rubbed her with camphor and tried to arouse | her of Dr. G. in the blue velvet dress The 
old gentleman told stories of the old houses | por and after a short time succeeded in do- | Visions appear to be as it were half-way be 
in the neighborhood during the war; and ing so She then said: ‘I've been to Chi- tween a simple mental picture and a com- 
one was about a soldier who was murdered cago and seen that little devil. She said plete externalization. And in each case the 
and thrown in the cellar, My brother told f sho saw him in bed with another man. vision of the percipient was not improbably 
it, as a story connected with our old home, In about two days I received a letter from |a production of the picture in the mind of 
not as relating to my experience; for he Charley asking me whether there was any-| the agent. 
being very young then, I don't think it was thing the matter with Allie, as he had seen] But we have not yet exhausted our types 
communicated to him. The family, how- her standing at the foot of his bed the |Of ghosts, Those that we have considered 
ever, were all impressed by the coincidence. | night before. Ho wrote his on the day fol- |50 far, apart from any special signification 
This is as near the exact state of facts us jowing the night of my daughter's experi- | Which we may give to the term ghosts, have 
tis possible to write after the lapse of so fallen unquestionably into one of two classes 
many years, (signed) Mrs. N. J. ORANA —ghosts of the dead, and ghosts of the 
I confirm all of the above statements that | living. What now shall we say of death- 
wraiths, the commonest type of all, the 
figures that are seen by friends at a distance 
at the time of the death of the persons 


Mrs. I. F. eorroborates as follows:— 
May 18, 1888. 

I wish to corroborate the statements of 
Mrs. N. G. relative to * * and her 
wonderful vision of my little boy, and my 
old home, Mrs. G. never saw the place, 
the little child, and never even heard of the 
peculiar-looking dog, which was my little 
son’s constant companion out of doors. 
She never saw the photograph which was 
pasted in the back of my Bible and packed 


away. 
LF. 


OcrornEr 25, 1888. 


About fifteen years ago I was living, and 
my daughter Allie with me, in Newburgh, 
N. V., and Charlie (engaged to Allie) had 
gone to Chicago, He had been away sev- 
eral months when one night a young girl in 
my employ named Nettie Knapp came 


à 3 - (signed 
running into my bedroom, saying “Oh, € } 


ono, 


In reply to inquiries, we loarn that the | relate to me, 
figure of the soldier Ocoupied precisely the (signed) 
same position on both occasions of its ap- vt 
pearance, that it was visible from different} Miss Crans afterwards became Mrs. Kor- whose apparitions aro socn? Are these 
points of the room, and that the lady con- nochan, and died in 1879, so that her ao- ghosts of the dead or ghosts of tho living? 
tinued to see the figure at the time that her count could not be obtained, Further, how are we to class the figures 
father was unable to seo anything. This case, my readers will doubtless urge, en at different times by different persons, 

Bo it observed that Lam not putting tor- introduces a difficulty in the way of the and the various noises, cte., alleged to oo- 
ward the telepathic hypothesis as the ex- telepathic hypothesis, Possibly it does [SUD in houses reputed to, be ‘s haunted 7 
planation of the foregoing narratives, but as] The task which I have set myself in this These points I must leave for consideration 
one of the hypotheses that suggest them. article is precisely to suggest some of the in my next article, 
selves, Some of my readers may regard | chief dificultios that rise to confront our TS BS z 
such an explanation as very fur fetched. (explanations, The late Mr. Edmund Gurney | QHIRITUALISTS, Tun eee e s 
Th: it is not so, will ap from the fol- would probably have classed this case as an | advanced thought of the ago Just think, our 
lowing incident, which occurred in this illustration of what he called ‘telepathic | gny twentriro cents for sixteen weeks, abd Yet this 
‘the end of 1885, clairvoyance." Ho would have supposed a | of space in ang of the high priced magasines one 
Apa 6 D 


ÁA 


C. X KERXOCNAN, 


puüntry to 


THE GRAND REALITY! FRE them to such an extent as here ex- 
ibited! 
` . ee I then ed on to a triangular cellar, 
Experiences in Spirit Life of a Cele- from whieh I descended some sdm when I 
brated Dramatist. was subjected to another influence, snd was 
brought to the margin of a beautiful lake; 
over the waters of which music seemed to 
ripple, and thousands of voices accompanied. 
I felt a shortness of breath or gasping sen- 
sation, and when I had gone a short distance 
one cried, Stop! and we will show you 
what was not visible from yonder spot.“ 
Around the margin of this lake I noticed 
that there were beings of a different class to 
any I had hitherto seen. Their hair hung 
I was promised that when I returned and in beautiful wildness down to their waists; 
tarried a little at this place, I should be | their hands did not seem so symmetrically- 
shown many wondrous things. I left, de- shaped as ours, and their forms were smaller. 
termined to return again and try to pene- In stature they appeared like children; yet, 
trate the cause of the influence that had I was told, they were matured by age. I 
come over me so quickly. Passing along, [| could hear them singing to the tune of the 
took an outward circle; I felt that some music on the water. Friend, I said, 
spirits were drawing near, and I was led to} what manner of spirits are these? Are 
the exact place where I beheld the six pre- they from the planet I came from) No; 
viously mentioned walking arm. in- arm. The they are spirits in a state of advancement 
Bible contributor left them and joined me. as you are; but they cannot mingle with 
We passed through the entrance of an in- you, nor you with them. Those that you 
closure, and upon the hill beyond I saw a/see here are of the most sympathetic nature; 
synagogue, for such we will term it. Its the slightest thing affects them. Their 
description I will now give you. I could thoughts, however, are not so susceptible as 
j see at a glance that old-fashioned architects | yours; yet so sensitive are they to the laws 
had brought it to the perfection it had which govern their being that they feel a 
attained. It was built upon the summit of shock which would have no effect upon your 
a high hill of marble, up which, leading to spiritual body.” Can I not get closer to 
the synagogue, steps had been cut, Which view them? I said. No, you must now 
terminated at a landing or platform. As view them from a distance. When you 
we were ascending step by step, passes were | reach a highersphere, and become acquainted 
made, and we were immediately lifted up on with more developed spirits of brighter 
to the platform. There I stood and saw the | worlds, they will lead you to this spot again, 
old bards, who looked old indeed with their | and then you will be able to interview them. 
y beards and long-drawn features, and | Wait, and I will try and give you another 
who seemed to guard with all the vigor of | glimpse of the lake from u different point of 
youth this sacred tabernacle, within whose | view.” Here we passed farther round and 
bounds I determined to place myself and close to the lake, whose waters I wished to 
see the secrets it contained. But stop, approach and tread in, and although I at- 
they cried, for inside I was not to go before | tempted it once or twice, there was an influ- 
my spiritual senses were wafted to sleep. [ence which baffled me. As I stood viewing 
A sleepy sensation at once came o'er me, this scene I beheld another spirit nigh me, 
and when I became restored time seemed and said: Let me homage pay thee. 
not to have passed. I found myself inside | Where comest thou from—from what earth 
an ancient porch that was looked upon with or planet? Or hast thou ever been bound 
religious fervor, and at the same time II with a coarser material? Thine eyes are 
heard a voice say to me: We will show brighter and far more glittering than all the 
you the sacred books that are within.” IIgems that I have ever seen upon earth or in 
was told that it was only lately such forms the spheres. Tell me, or wilt thou bear me 
as ours could pass within these walls, as the away to the lands thou comest from?" She 
entrance was a secret until some unknown said: Friend, I come from what they 
power disclosed the pass-word that was used. term ‘the fifth sphere, a spirit not of your 
„Tell me, I said, are the Bible teach- planet, but from one which you can see from 
ings which I was made to receive true or your earth, Why I seem so much finer is 
false? If true I will hasten to earth and | because our spirits live in accordance with 
bear the tidings, or if false I will endeavor the laws of nature, and therefore more 
to remove the error. Soon there was shown | closely under the guidance of Deity than do 
me a mysterious-looking book, formed of those on the planet from whicb you come, 
plates which resembled steel. Whoever Lift up your head, and remember that we 
touched this book was enabled to read and fall are of mortal origin.” I exclaimed, 1 
comprehend its contents, among which were am made happy, indeed, at the thought that 
accounts of visions of many who had pro- we are thus related. She could penetrate 
fessed to teach the holy Scriptures. II me, and see the power which linked me to 
noticed that Moses, Abraham, Isaac and my wife. Her form seemed like the purest 
many more of those familiar names were |of crystal, glittering brighter than a shoot- 
written therein, with descriptions of what ing star; and when she moved she shed 
they did and taught, also of their offenses; forth colors of the brightest hues. Many 
the latter were evidently related for the pur- | mansions,” she said, many halls, many 
pose of giving the semblance of truth to the |scenes have you viewed which are great and 
former, as if no other proof were wanted. | wonderful to behold, but wait till I lead you 
I looked again and there beheld pictures to where I will give you a glimpse of that 
and other representations of the old Jewish which surpasses all you have yet seen.” 
mythology; and even portraits of the myth-|Forward we went. I was drawn gently 
ological teachers, who in all their sublime | along the margin of the lake, and there ap- 
ignorance had entered and adorned this tem- | peared in the distance that which reminded 
ple. On seeing those I inwardly exclaimed: me of u bridge standing upon pillars. This, 
“Surely, earth is not the only place where | with the sight beyond, enkindled my enthu- 
superstition reigns!” At last one spoke, |siasm to such a pitch that I seemed to shout 
and thus he said: ‘Friend, this place within my very soul: Jerusalem! I have 
which you entered blind was once reverenced found thee at last!“ She stopped me: 
as a tabernacle, It was here that many of Friend, this is the entrance to a higher 
our forefathers lost years, centuries of sphere! But wait; farther you cannot now 
earthly time, in worshiping a cloud instead | penetrate.” I will not attempt to describe 
of Deity. However, as you look around the scene which then aroused all the warmth 
you, this place is a warning. Adorned in of my imagination, for in such an attempt 
grandeur, as it appears to you (for the place I should fail, but will merely say that I saw 
seemed to sparkle in scenes of brilliancy), What seemed to be another world linked by 
they continued in it their superstitious wor- the bridge, whose expansion appeared im- 
ship the same as they did when upon earth, | measurably great, and whose supports were 
and thousands could here be seen worship-|of such an altitude that, as I looked from 
ing priestly myths instead of Deity. But base to summit, they seemed to reach from 
now this has changed, and light has dawned | lake to sky. Isaw many spirits, as they 
upon it, as it will upon the earth, but not Passec in the distance, whose color seemed 
before man's conscience and intellect are as bright as hers who had led me to this 
released.” Here I saw a picture which ap- enchanting scene and there left me to medi- 
peared to have been painted and lost color, tate thereon. I thought, could I but reach 
“Yes,” a voice replied, in answer to my that shore; could I only upon that bridge 
remark as to its faded appearance, ‘‘so did once stand, I should be rewarded by the 
that which it depicted lose color. He that sight of what is enacted in another world 
painted that imagined the horrors of hell, beyond! But there was a chasm I could 
and millions have believed his repulsive not pass. Much disappointed, and with 
imagination as divine truth There was a feelings akin to despair, I turned my back 
time, my friend, when your feet would upon a scene unutterably beautiful, and 
never have been allowed within this sacred | inwardly exclaimed: ‘+ Oh! could she whose 
chamber; but come, I will show you over it, wondrous beauty I have seen—whose form 
for the place is left here to teach those who is love—and who in sympathy pitied the 
Still believe in this mysterious and debasing |ignorant state I am in—cannot she come 
teaching.” “But wait,” I said, “let me and speak to me again and bring me to that 
examine this picture, for it doth to me a|S8cene of beauty?” By an unseen influence 
tale unfold.’ I saw, indeed, that the artist) I was drawn back, and then a spirit coming 
who painted it was of no mean ability, forward, said: Back to your level! You 
„Canst tell me who it was painted this? have risen too high! Here is no place for 
All the horrors that hell wears the sufferers vou! You must wait until you are more de- 
appear to retain in their spirit forms; so veloped and the gates are opened, and then 
that, whatever hand painted these scenes, Jou can pass, but not before, I then 
held the power of catching the idea of spirits | thought what need have I to try and reach 
on the flames.” “It seems,” he replied, tat spot? Is not the sphere I live in all 
“g pitiful sight; but what would the reality |1 want? I have my wife—and there I 
Meth I would not like to see it, stopped, for I knew that before I reached 
I have seen many wretched forms in the tie “Fifth Sphere, I could not be united 
sphere below; but I rather think if what by the spiritual tie to her, who was so much 
a terrible picture depicts of hell were purer in mind than myself, (This, doubtless, 
true, it would, indeed be horrible, But, seems strange, wondrows strange to you. 
- friend, I have ceased to believe in such u] But earthly marriages are void here unless 
myth.” «Pass on, I returned, for I am the pair they join together are connected by 
anxious to see you draw the curtain aside,” the ties of affinity; then are they indeed two 
I then beheld the Ark of the Covenant. souls united for ever.) I will return to my 
Hal Doth this form of superstition reign |*Phere, tis no use epee back I will go. 
we?" No, it is merely to be looked at, |The world I have had a glimpse of suits not 
friend; it is not because we believe in fit, in present state of development; the one 
E EnA t SOL show Soa, that which I desired to leave does. The pres- 
mon nts of the past have not been wiped |¢nce of my wife here seems to humble me, 
Ki here, but are retained in order to show | despite the teaching and discipline to which 
0 al who like to look thereon, what absurd, I have subjected myself. Step by step have 
misleading and superstitious teachings many |! advanced; yet my curiosity and impatience 
h ived as divine verities when upon | have gone before, thus bringing disappoint- 
l. An oppressiveness then came over ment in their train. I was too r to 
me and I felt the same inconvenience I had Teach the higher spheres before I had 
subject to hefore. Previous to leaving | mastered a knowledge of the one I was in, 
d not help thinking of the many feet and which suited the stage of development 
hich had trod upon these marble slabs, II had attained. 


p “The Grand ay: Oe being experiences in spirit 

of a celebrated received through a 
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one; but little as it was my spirit friends 
seemed to be interested in it. They took 
me by the hand, and led me up till I came 
to mansions; then to the home they spoke 
about. When I awoke in spiritlife, their 
kindness moved me, and stirred affections 
in my heart, They seemed to know that I 
had awakened from another life, and they 
led me gently by the hand to the place where 
now I stand, and they showed me many 
things I had never seen before. Everything 
was hard to understand, because experience 
had not given me its gifts. When I heard 
them speak of education's noble advantages 
it made me stop, and feel truly as a little 
child that did not know its alphabet.“ 
[To be continued. 
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Written for The Progressive Thinker. 


Creditable Alike to the Head and 
Heart. 


In No. 3 of Tur Progressive THINKER, 
under the head of the Home Circle Fra- 
ternity, in an article creditable alike to the 
head and heart of the writer, you say: Had 
Mr. Wright consulted any member of the 
Home Circle Fraternity he never would 
have suicided, for no one can be a member 
thereof who refuses to aid a struggling 
mortal and give him a helping hand. 

Are you somewhere in the future ‘look- 
ing backward upon this unfortunate case, 
or have we approached so near to those ter- 
restrial fields elysian, so long sought and 
hoped for by the philanthropist as to have 
in the living present such a society? I am 
an Individualist, believing that society in 
general and societies in detail are much 
overdone; that the duty of the individual is 
due to himself and to his family, if he have 
one, and that a natural and therefore stable 
and happy society can only come as the 
evolution of a grand individualism. 

My pen is perhaps not very sharp, but all 
over the world there is an ever recurring ex- 
hibition of that great human littleness: the 
vanity of control which makes it pugnacious 
enough to pierce this folly as best it can. 

All along the way are broken sticks offer- 
ing themselves for the support of a humanity 
only bent under the burdens of ignorance. 
Most of the society, organizers simply 
collect together a lot of dupes from whom 
as subjects they expect crowns and the 
bending of supple knees. 

But you speak of a society whose grand 
purpose and good acts are not limited by 
the walls of the room in which it meets. 
Before doing a good thing for a fellow- 
creature I suppose its members are not re- 
quired to ask permission of a petty king 
dubbed Sir Ringtum Rorem, High Mogul of 
the Society! Being good, that is being full 
of the desire for human happiness, he or 
she gives words of encouragement or mater- 
al aid on the instant wherever circumstances 
demand it. Such an institution as this 
seems to be a house not made with hands,” 
It is a legitimate social evolution resulting 
from ages of normal individual develop- 
ment. Itis one of the flowers of civiliza- 
tion which has not been forced to bloom be- 
fore its time, and consequently in the midst 
of unsuitable environments, and therefore 
doomed to perish barren of good to man. 
Its fruitage shall be a higher and more 
benevolent public spirit, resulting in a gov- 
ernment which will provide a home and sup- 
port for all its incapable people. The bare 
stone walls of the prison, now so repulsive in 
their expression of force, shall be covered 
by the ivy of human sympathy, and then 
conyerted into a hospital—a house of de- 
tention for mental and moral treatment, 

We Spiritualists have many reasons for 
content and happiness that no other peo- 
ple possess. Chief among these is free- 
dom, We may know of men who are 
wiser in some respects than ourselves; but 
we know that all knowledge is attainable 
by us all. It may take time and labor 
immense in extent, but we are not com- 
pelled to bow down like slaves for a pit- 
tance of the wisdom of any. 

We know that it is an edict of the great 
Evolutor, that we shall work out our own 
salvation, and that though others maltreat 
and refuse to assist us we are not lost. 
We walk in the palm of his capacious 
hand, and though we shall go astray there- 
on we can never get off it, but will some- 
time return with experience and knowledge 
that will compensate us for the wounds 
and bruises upon our bleeding feet. 

At the close of the rebellion, in traveling 
I passed a crowd of negroes who were sing- 
ing, I know not what, but the refrain was: 
‘+ Bress de Lord, Use free!“ I never think 
of the thankfulness then expressed by 
those poor people for their release from 
material bondage, but that my heart swells 
with gratitude for the psychical freedom 
which I enjoy, accompanied by tears of 
sympathy for the millions of my country- 
men who are born slaves to the service of 
some ism, some social clique or magnate, 

“O, liberty thou power supremely bright 

Profuse of bliss and pregnant with delight, 


Eased of her load as oppression grows more light 
Poverty even looks cheerful in thy sicht.“ 


Reader, preserve your individual liberty, 
and infringe not upon that of your fellows. 
Do not be in a hurry to make proslytes or 
seek to build a fence around the Spiritualist 
camp, but take hold with an enthusiasm 
justified by the importance of the work and 
the cheering prospects of success, aid in 
placing Tue Proonessive Trinken in the 
hands of as many people as possible; en- 
lighten them thus and make them reg, 

And be assured that when the last man 
and last woman shall have read and 
thought for themselves until the last mental 
shackel has fallen, then shall we recognize 
the actuality of the ‘universal brother- 
hood,” the presence of the social millennium. 
And then without an organization, or an 
organizer as a costly and needless chief, 
we shall find ourselves all working mem- 
bers of the ‘Home Circle Fraternity." — 

Fanurn 


Quarters, 
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Written for The Progressive Thinker. 
I MISS ror. 


BY AMARALA MARTIN, 


I know ‘tle weak and selfish, but ‘tle human, 
To mourn the so-called dead, 

And wish that you were here among the living 
And I had died Instead. 


Still to repine that you were first in seeking 
A higher, happler sphere; 

(Fon though I ne'er could turn my face to Heaven 
Had you wept for me here.) 


I know I should be glad your sorrow’s over, 
That you from Ille secure 

Happ'ly escape the hard and bitter trials 
Tiat I must yet endure, 


But, oh forgive! for desolate and lonely 
Am I without you here; 

I can but wish for you all times and seasons, 
And miss you everywhere. 


And while I would not bind your spirit to me, 
Away from joys above; 

Yet, oh, I hunger for your human presence, 
Your words and deeds of love. 


Your sympathetic thoughts, known, though un- 
spoken, 
Your silent, kind caress, 
The look of those dark eyes which shone upon me 
With such deep tenderness. 


All these I miss with you, my lover-husband, 
(For we were lovers true 
Through all the long years of our happy mar- 


riage); 
All these I miss with you, 


Here in our home, through each familiar object, 
Your image greets me yet, 

No spot but has been hallowed by your presence 
And touched with sad regret. 


No tree, or shrub, or vine, or bud, or flower, 
But lifts sweet eyes to me, 

And whispers lu its dewy, fragrant language, 
Some gentle memory, e 


No poem sweet, or strain of tender music, 
Or song of happy bird, 

But brings some happy recollection of you, 
By which my heart Ís stirred. 


And there's no place that I may e'er revisit, 
Nor landscape I may view, 
From mountain heights to lowly, purling stream- 


let, 
But they will speak of you. 


But, oh, ‘tle solacing when I remember 
Your happy, dying hours; 

An‘ your delight and readiness to enter 
The land of love and flowers. 


That love, like spirit, is a thing immortal, 
And that in your new life, 

Amid the friends and scenes of wondrous beauty, 
You'll not forget your wife. 


You now can have the happy gift ot reading 
My simple life-page o'er, 

And realize the depths of the affection, 
I gave you evermore. 


You'll know that while I bear your loss with 
courage, 
As you prayed I should do; 
I count the hours impatiently that hold me, 
So long away from you. 
Cairo, IU. 
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Written for The Progressive Thinker. 


WHICH IS OUR SAVIOR? 


In an address upon Saviors, which ap- 
peared in 
January 18, are a few points, to which I 
beg leave to call attention. For instance, 
the speaker says: I cannot s 
those who regard Jesus as an altogether 
mythical person. What does he consider 
him then,—some myth and some man? 
What, now, would he say are the propor- 
tions? In my benighted state, I have 
always regarded a myth as a myth, and a 


man as a man, and I have also gone so far 


as to look upon a falsehood as a lie—a base 
fabrication. 

If such a person as Jesus Christ lived 
and taught, and if he was such an admir- 
able character as Mr. Abbott makes him out 
to have been, why was it necessary for his 
biographers to borrow the divine qualities 
of Esculapius, Hercules, Adonis, Apollo, 
Prometheus and others, to make up a char- 
acter for him? If he was capable of speak- 
ing words of wisdom, why was it necessary 
to ascribe to him the utterances of those 
who lived hundreds of years before him? 

If Mr. Abbott is really anxious to prove 
that Jesus existed, he is reckless in calling 
such witnesses as Pliny, Tacitus, Lucian, 
Josephus and the Talmud. Pliny in a let- 
ter to the Emperor Trajan, in the second 
century, asks advice as to what disposition 
to make of a sect known as Christians, 
saying that they held secret meetings at 
night, binding themselves by solemn oaths, 
and that they were altogether obstinate. It 
is evident from the tenor of the letter, that 
Pliny believed they were hatching treason. 
He makes no reference to Christ, and does 
not say that the culprits made use of that 
name as a means of defense. As the wor- 
Shipers of Serapis were as often called 
Christians as they were Essenes, Thera- 
peuts, Electics or Healers, he, no doubt, re- 
garded them as only another class of cranks, 
with something like dynamite concealed in 
a cellar, Indeed, he says that the name 
Christianity ought not to be regarded as a 
crime. Does Pliny anywhere mention 
Jesus as n person of whom he has any 
knowledge? 

As to the testimony of Tacitus, can we 
be sure that the passage in his works re 
ferring to Nero's cruelty to the Christians, is 
not a forgery? We must remember that 
his Annals were not published until the 
year 1468, and that then the imprint was 
made from a single manuscript in the hands 
of a Christian. It the original contained 
that passage, why did not the early Chris- 
tian Fathers make use of it, instead of 
manufacturing such rubbish as they did? 
Tertullian quotes from Tacitus, yet he failed 
to notice that passage, because it was not 
there, 

Alexandrinus was also engaged in the 
business of hunting evidence, and he, too, 
overlooked it, If the foxy Eusebius, who 
always stood ready to follow Paul's advice 
about lying for the glory of God, had for- 
tunately stumbled upon it, he could have 
saved himself the trouble and sin of foist- 
ing that much-quoted upon Joso- 
phus, Will Mr. Abbott the evi- 
dence of Christ's existence, in the works of 
Tacitus? 

What does Lucian 
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severe stripes; yet he did not either say any- | Mi not be In vain. 
thing for himself, or anything peculiar to 
those that chastised him, but still went on 
with the words that he cried before. Here- 
upon our rulers, supposing that this was a 
sort of divine fary in the man, brought him 
to the Roman procurator, where he was 
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Josephus also says that he was dismissed 
as a madman, but that he gave no ill words 
to those who abused him, nor good words to 
those who gave him food. Yes, he must 
have been the ‘meek and lowly” one who 
opened not his mouth before his accusers,” 
but, still, we do not find in him the wise 
and upright teacher. 

I have never had the privilege of reading 
the Talmud, but I am informed by writers 
who have read it, that while frequent men- 
tion is made of a Jeshu who lived about 75 
B. C., it does not once refer to the Jesus 
Christ described in the gospels. It is true 
that there is a Jewish legend about the 
above named Jeshu, the son of a disreput- 
able fellow, Joseph Pandera and Miriam, a 
very indiscreet maiden, whose business it 
was to dress the hairof women. This son 
was called by his mother Jehoshua, and I 
don't blame her one bit for calling him so. 
According to the story he was, in youth, in- 
solent, keen-witted and independent, and h 
for this reason, he was called Jeshu, signi- r ae . 
fying that his name and memory deserved | bulism; Clairvoyance; Sensitiveness proved by — 
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And after all, we have not yet found any- 
thing about that mild, meek, wise Jesus who 
cured lepers, advised people to abandon 
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cursed the figtree and stole corn on the Sab- 
bath. We are no more sure of him than we 
were before Mr. Abbott delivered his ad- 
dress. 
It 
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